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J. Steven Cochrane was born in Washington, DC and grew up in Putnam Valley, New York. He graduated from Lakeland High School and received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial Technology  and Engineering from Southern Illinois University and did graduate level work in Management and Supervision at the Air University.  He is presently enrolled in a Master of Science program at the University of North Dakota. 
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Steve retired from the Air Force in 1990 as a Chief Master Sergeant (E-9) after serving twenty five years on active duty. While in the Air Force he served in many positions, among them were; Maintenance Superintendent of the 90th Field Missile Maintenance Squadron, Superintendent of the 90th Strategic Missile Wing Maintenance Control Division, Superintendent of the 90th Strategic Missile Wing Quality Assurance Division and Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Wing Commander.  Awards he received include the  Air Force Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Outstanding Unit Citation with Valor and the Humanitarian Service Medal. Steve was also honored to be named the Air Force Outstanding Missile Maintenance Supervisor/Manager of the Year for 1981.

Steve was with the Wyoming Emergency Management Agency (WEMA) for over four years and is a qualified instructor for many emergency management courses which include; Exercise Design, Exercise Evaluation, Hazardous Materials Awareness, and Community Emergency Response Teams. He was also assigned to the WEMA Operations Division and responded to a number of incidents in the state and is a certified wild land firefighter. 

Steve was hired by FEMA Region VIII in November of 2000 as an Emergency Management Specialist and is currently assigned the duties of Region Exercise Officer. He assists local, state and federal agencies in the development of comprehensive exercise programs and in the design of performance based exercises to test plans, training, equipment, and facilities and train responders and incident managers.

Steve holds an Amateur Extra Class radio operators license with the call sign of WA7H and is very active in "Ham" Radio. He has been a volunteer for the Laramie County Emergency Management Agency (LCEMA) for 18 years, and a Severe Weather Spotter for the National Weather Service (Skywarn) for 20 years. He has held the position of Wyoming Section Manager for the American Radio Relay League (ARRL) and Section Emergency Coordinator (SEC) for the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) as well as the state and county Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) Officer and presently is the Wyoming State MARS (Military Affiliate Radio System) Director for Air Force MARS. 

Steve's hobbies other than "Ham" radio are hunting, fishing, camping, weight lifting and astronomy. He lives in Cheyenne, Wyoming with his wife Shirley. His daughter Lisa is a graduate of the University of Wyoming and resides in the State of Washington.

