12-16 May 03 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1) Canadian Disaster Management Higher Education:

May 12, 2003 -- Thanks to Amy Sebring of EMFORUM for bringing to my attention a recent report sponsored by the Canadian Office of Critical Infrastructure Protection and Emergency Preparedness, Directorate of Research and Development, entitled Inventory of Disaster Management Education in Major Canadian Universities.  The author, L. Falkiner of the Canadian Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction, inventoried disaster-related courses on the books at 38 Canadian Universities.  This was done by contacting each of six disciplines to determine what if any disaster-related courses were taught.  The six disciplines were:  Geography, Sociology, Psychology, Planning, Economics and Political Science.  From the Executive Summary:

Over the next decades, an increasingly volatile climate, changing risk from natural and human-induced hazards, and shifting employment demographics will contribute to a greater demand for emergency and disaster professionals in Canada.  Education must be a key component in a strategy to meet this demand.... The results of the audit indicate that disaster-related courses are rare and are poorly distributed among the six disciplines.  Recommendations to address this shortfall include:

· Greater emphasis on hazards and disaster management within the identified disciplines;

· Creation of targeted disaster education modules, to be integrated into existing curriculum;

· Further research into the availability of disaster-related courses in the natural sciences and remaining social science disciplines.

The 30-page report can be accessed at:  
http://www.ocipep.gc.ca/research/scie_tech/emerMan/DisManCanUniv/2002_D013_e.asp

May 13, 2003 -- Talked with Adam Hatfield in the OCIPEP Research Directorate and recommended developing a working relationship.  He agreed that this would be a good idea and noted that the subject of disaster management education has just recently started to receive serious attention in OCIPEP, so the timing is very good for collaboration.

(2) Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 12, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 14, "Search and Rescue" and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire of the University of North Texas.  From the session Scope statement:

In this session, the professor explains why search and rescue (SAR) is needed and identifies the different types of SAR operations.  Attention is also given to people's behavior in search and rescue operations.  The session discusses issues important to search and rescue operations, and lists the process of how SAR takes place.

(3) Eastern Michigan University:

May 15, 2003 - Talked with Dr. Gerald "Skip" Lawver concerning the two emergency management programs at EMU -- a Minor (or Concentration) in Emergency Management within the Bachelor of Science in Public Safety Administration Degree, and the Track (or Concentration) in Emergency Management within the Masters Degree in Liberal Studies.  Dr. Lawver notes that both EM programs going well - show increased student interest - lots of practitioners are involved - particularly at the graduate level.  Has traditional students as well and they are getting jobs upon graduation - which he attributes to his co-op internships - requires students to spend a semester in a local or state emergency management office - helps very much in landing a job afterwards.  For additional information Dr. Lawver can be reached at:  skip.lawver@emich.edu.

(4) Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD:
May 12-16, 2003 -- Worked on revisions to conference agenda -- placed new draft on EM HiEd Project website and provided to Admin Support.  Worked on EM HiEd Project Status Report to be given at the Conference.  Received from Admissions on May 16, current roster for the conference -- 109 participants.

(5) Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 12, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 6, "Australian and New Zealand Experiences," and provided review comments to lead course developer, Greg Shaw at George Washington University, DC.  From the session Scope statement:

During this session, the Instructor will identify and discuss the experiences of Australia and New Zealand in developing a hazard risk management philosophy and turning that philosophy into plans and actions.  Included in this session is a student interaction designed to solicit the students' perceptions of what constitutes risk management.

Forwarded session to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Courses Under Development subsection of the Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section of the EM HiEd Project website.

May 12, 2003 -- Received revised Session 6 back from Greg Shaw, including two student readings as attached PDF files as opposed to links to websites.

(6) Metropolitan College of New York:
May 15, 2003 -- Received from Dr. Mick Maurer, School of Public Affairs and Public Administration, a review copy of a very interesting 133-page proposal to develop a Master of Public Administration Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management and Trauma Response Certification Programs at MCNY -- for January 2004 implementation if approved by the NY State Board of Regents.  From the Proposal Abstract:

This Master of Public Administration degree in Emergency and Disaster Management is a one-year program. A total of forty-five credits will be needed to complete the program. A total of three semesters of fifteen credits each will comprise the distribution of credit hours.

Each semester will focus on a specific area of study relevant to the completion of the equivalent of a master’s thesis. The first semester’s focus will be on identifying a need that one believes could significantly improve some aspect of emergency and disaster management delivery in the workplace or in the larger community. This identified need will become the focus and the context for the yearlong study. The most critical component of this first semester’s work will be on scholarly research of the proposed project.  The second semester will challenge students to translate a researched need into a piloted project. The essential focus here is on critical managerial decisions in the midst of an emergency.  In the third and final semester students will be asked to report their overall findings and to propose a plan for the utilization of their research in the context of a long-range plan.

As the field of emergency and disaster management continues to unfold, the imperative of having competent credentialed professionals to manage this complex and highly specialized area of public and private service will become abundantly clear and apparent. 

This master’s program will challenge professionals in the field to critically integrate their vast experiences and specific organizational and management theories in a way that concretizes the experiential component of the academic process. In order to successfully complete this course of study, each student will be required to write a major paper that documents his or her mastery of relevant theory and its integration into a specific emergency and disaster plan.

Our national landscape has undoubtedly and irrevocably changed forever as a result of the disaster of 9-11.  Concerns for public safety and national security are now clearly issues at the very top of our national political debate.  It is in this environment that we introduce our program.  We believe, given the circumstances at hand, that there will be a sustained interest and demand for programs such as the Master of Public Administration Degree in Emergency and Disaster Management that we are proposing.

Some of the courses described in the proposal are:

Impact of Disaster on Cultures and Communities

Research and Analysis Methods in Disaster Management

Values and Ethics for Administrative Decision Making

Economics of Hazards and Disasters

Systems Responses to Disaster

Individual and Collective Responses to Disaster

Systematic Approaches to Management

Organizational and Municipal Continuity/Community Planning

Public Health Systems Preparedness

Terrorism and Disaster Management

The Federal Government and Disaster Planning and Response

Case Studies in Disaster Management

The Role of Emergency Response Workers

For further information, Dr. Maurer can be reached at:  mmaurer@metropolitan.edu.  He will also be at the June 4-5 EM HiEd Conference.

(7) New Directions in Hazards Mitigation:  Breaking The Disaster Life Cycle -- Graduate Seminar Development Project:

May 12, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 4, "Voluntary Buyouts as Hazard Mitigation," and provided review comments to session developer, Dr. David Salvesen, and to lead course developer, Dr. David Godschalk, both of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  From the session Scope statement:

The first part of the session provides a summary of the history of buyouts as a hazard mitigation option.  This is followed by a discussion of how buyouts can reduce vulnerability to natural hazards, particularly floods, and several brief examples to illustrate the experiences of different communities in implementing buyout programs.  Following this summary is a discussion of the key advantages and disadvantages of buyout programs. 

The second part of the session engages the students in a discussion of how some of the main problems posed by buyouts could be overcome.  Students will be asked to decide between upgrading a dike to provide additional flood protection and implementing a buyout program to move structures out of harm’s way.    

Forwarded session to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Courses Under Development subsection of the Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section of the EM HiEd Project website.

(8) Red Rocks Community College, Lakewood, CO:
May 13, 2003 - Talked with Ivo Roospold concerning the Red Rocks Certificate in Emergency Management and Associate Degree in Emergency Management and Planning -- programs going well - started well then flattened out.  Now, probably as a result of 9/11, has started to grown again -- to about 170 students -- mostly emergency services practitioners with some emergency management and others.  Notes that most students are, for the most part, practitioners interested in professional development and advancement and need the AD to move on an up -- which is happening.  In the process of developing a new class on Business Emergency Management to be taught next Fall.  This course is being developed by members of the Association of Contingency Planners and will be taught by Bob Niehoff, who prior to his retirement was a contingency planner for Oppenheimer Funds.  The course will be available on-line.  For additional information, Ivo Roospold can be reached at:  ivo.roospold@rrcc.cccoes.edu

(9) Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Revision Project:
May 12, 2003 -- Received from course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek of the University of Denver, 2nd drafts of Session 6 "All-Hazards Emergency Management," and Session 7, "Disaster Mythology."  Also received first draft of Session 25, "Community Response to Disaster."  Reviewed Session 9, "Understanding Disaster Warnings," and provided review comments to Dr. Drabek.  From the session Scope statement:

This session introduces students to the disaster warning process, social factors that constrain responses, modal and response patterns, future research needs, and the elements of content required in effective messages.

May 14, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 10, "Public Warning Responses," and provided review comments to Dr. Drabek.  

Forwarded both Sessions to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Courses Under Development subsection of the Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section of the EM HiEd Project website.

(10) Social Vulnerability Approach to Disaster -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 15, 2003 -- Received a CD ROM of the 2nd draft version of the course from lead course developer, Dr. Elaine Enarson, Metropolitan State University, Denver.  Having a paper copy made -- will be reviewed to determine if the course modification agreements reached at our March 28th course review comments meeting have been incorporated into this second draft -- if so, the 2nd draft becomes the final and will be uploaded to the EM HiEd website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- as the 13th completed EM HiEd Project course.

(11) University of Delaware -- Proposed Concentration in Emergency and Environmental Management:
May 15, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Ben Aguirre, Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice and learned that a proposal to develop an undergraduate Concentration in Emergency and Environmental Management has recently been approved at the UD Departmental level and has gone forward to the College level -- where, I am told, it has never happened before that a proposal approved at the Departmental level has been disapproved at the College level.  Thus, Dr. Aguirre is very optimistic that the proposal will be accepted and the new program initiated this coming Fall Semester -- in fact he is currently scheduled to teach one of the courses which will make up the certificate.  From the program description provided by Dr. Aguirre for the College List:

The proposed concentration will provide sociology majors and students from other social and environmental science disciplines with the opportunity to obtain knowledge and future career experience in the fields of Emergency Management and Environmental Management.  The concentration will give students with emergency management interest the skills necessary to manage rapid onset disasters including preparation for, response to, mitigation of and recovery from them.  Students interested in environmental problems and their impact on society will have the opportunity to develop management skills necessary to deal with environmental disasters and to be able to develop sound regulatory policies.

Students will need to select two of the following three courses:

SOC 325 Disaster and Society

SOC 321 Issues in Emergency Management

SOC 470 Environmental Sociology

In addition, students will be required to take four approved electives from within the Major and five from without.  Two of note are:

SOC 423 Sociology of Risk

POSC 456 Disasters and Politics

I requested copies of each of these to add to the syllabi compilation on the EM HiEd Project website.  Dr. Aguirre is hopeful that both he and Dr. Joanne Nigg will be able to make the June 4-5 EM HiEd Conference.  A description of the proposed new concentration has been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website.  For further information talk to Dr. Aguirre at the conference or email him at:  Aguirre@Udel.Edu

(12)  Widener School of Law, NJ:
May 12, 2003 -- William Nicholson emails to note that his course on "Terrorism and Emergency Law" went well this Spring Semester.  Also notes that his forthcoming book on Emergency Response and Emergency Management Law is in the proof stage and is expected to be available this summer, and that he will be teaching a course on "Terrorism and Emergency Law and Policy" at the University of Delaware this summer -- UD Legal Studies program.  From the course Scope statement:

This class explores the law and policies regarding emergency response, emergency management and terrorism after 9/11. Topics include: incident management, WMD, volunteers, Governors' powers, FEMA, Homeland Security Department, suing terrorists, civil rights, and international anti-terrorism efforts. 

For additional information, Prof. Nicholson can be reached at:  William.C.Nicholson@law.widener.edu.
