Oct. 14-17, 2003 EM Higher Education Project Weekly Activity Report

(1)  Brandon University, Manitoba, Canada:

October 17, 2003 -- Received note from Dr. Fred May, Director of the Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies Bachelor Degree program, now entering its second year of existence, that enrollment has doubled this year from last year -- to 24 students.  For further information on this program see the program description on The College List, or contact Dr. May at:  mayf@BrandonU.CA

(2)  College of Lake County, Grayslake, IL:
October 14, 2003 -- Received news from Bob Schenck, Adjunct Faculty member at College of Lake County, that last week the Illinois Community College Board approved for teaching the five Emergency Management courses that had been put forward for approval.  The five courses will comprise a new Certificate in Emergency Management; they are:

Communications in Emergency Management

Emergency and Disaster Response

Emergency Planning

Introduction to Emergency Management

Professional Development in Emergency Management

Mr. Schenck notes that the task is to complete the development of the courses so that the program can be implemented.  For additional information consult the "write-up" on the College List, Programs Being Developed section, or email Bob Schenck at rschenck@calcon.net.

(3)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
October 14, 2003 -- Tentatively arranged with lead course developer, Dr. John Pine of LSU, to reserve the dates of December 8-9, 2003 for a Focus Group meeting here at EMI to kick off this new course development project.  Besides the team of developers that Dr. Pine pulled together in his proposal, he and I will both be developing a list of names of other subject matter experts and stakeholders who might wish to participate in this focus group (of 8-12 people), the purpose of which is to better set the path and course for this new project.  The dates are tentative in that EMI does not have an operational budget for fiscal year 2004 and the EM HiEd Project cannot issue Micro Purchase Work Orders to reimburse the travel expenses of participants until we have new spending authority and an approved spending plan.

(4)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
October 14, 2003 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Greg Shaw, George Washington University:

Session 8 (2nd draft), "Federal Requirements for Hazards Risk Management" 

Session 12 (2nd draft), "Identify the Risks:  Hazards," and Session 15, "Risk Perception" 

October 15, 2003 -- Received fore review from Greg Shaw:

Session 17, "Midterm Exam"

Session 27, "Monitor and Review"

Session 28, "Generate Risk Mitigation Options"

Session 30, "Assess, Select and Prioritize Appropriate Mix of Risk Mitigation Options"

Session 31, "Insurance"

Session 32, "Preparing a Risk Mitigation Implementation Strategy"

Session 33, "Semester Project--Case Study Development"

Session 34, "Final Exam"

Reviewed Session 16, "Identify the Risks:  Risk Statements," and provided review comments to Greg Shaw.  From the Scope statement:

"During this...session...the instructor will detail the process by which the Hazards Risk Management team generates risk statements, based upon the generation of hazard profiles.  Included in this session will be several student interactions and exercises that will allow students to experience risk profiling and risk statement generation."

The draft session has been forwarded for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related courses -- Courses Under Development.

(5)  National Weather Service Meeting:
October 15, 2003 -- Met with Richard Lane, NWS Outreach Division, to discuss how the EM HiEd Project and the NWS might work together in the future for mutual benefit.  Discussed, for example, the idea of jointly funding the development of an Atmospheric Hazards upper division college course, or perhaps a Hurricane Hazards Management College course.  For additional information, Rick Lane can be reached at:  Richard.Lane@noaa.gov.

(6)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Revision Project:
October 14, 2003 -- Received from course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek, University of Denver, a revision of Session 25, "Community Responses to Disaster," incorporating last week's review comments.  The session was forwarded for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should appear shortly.

October 15, 2003 -- Received from Dr. Drabek:  Session 27, "Disaster Inequalities," and Session 28, "Tourism and Disaster:  Preparedness, Responses, and Impacts."

(7)  Sojourner-Douglas College:
October 15, 2003 -- Met with Dr. Alice Thomas, Director of Applied Research at SDC, to discuss her interest in investigating the development of some sort of hazard and emergency management program at Sojourner-Douglas -- particularly one focused on addressing the needs of inner city students.  For additional information, Dr. Thomas can be reached at athomas@host.sdc.edu.

