June 1-4, 2004 FEMA Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:

June 3, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 16, "Hazards, Disasters: Causes, Effects," and provided review comments to lead course developer and session developer, David J. Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  From the Session Scope statement:

The purpose of this session is to review the concepts of disasters and natural hazards, and that disasters are not the necessary result of natural hazards but occur only when natural hazards intersect with the built environment, particularly poorly located and poorly constructed development.

The mantra:  Natural hazards are a part of the natural environment.  Disasters are not.  Disasters occur only when a natural hazard (a part of the natural coast) intersects with the built environment (the human coast).  Natural hazards cannot be managed. The characteristics of the built environment can be managed. Therefore the only thing that can be done to lessen the impact of natural hazards is to manage the built environment so that it is less vulnerable to the impact of natural hazards.  This is called "growth management"; or in the coastal zone it is often called "coastal management" or "coastal zone management".
Forwarded draft session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web-page -- Free College Courses -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible within a few days.

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD, June 8-10, 2004:

June 1-4 -- Worked on final (almost) preparations for the conference.  

Received very informative 26-page Power Point presentation on NFPA 1600 from Lloyd Bokman, Ohio Emergency Management Agency, which was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Pre Conference Papers section in the conference box at the top of the EM HiEd Project home-page, and to Admin Support for inclusion in the participant's package they started printing this week.  Mr. Bokman, who is Chair of the NFPA 1600 Committee, is delivering an overview of NFPA-1600 during the conference.  

Received from Dr. Henry Fischer, Millersville University of Pennsylvania, a copy of his preliminary report on a still in-process survey of colleges and universities with "emergency management" programs.  Forwarded the report to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Pre Conference Papers box on the EM HiEd Project homepage and to Admin Support for inclusion in the participant's package.  Dr. Fischer will discuss this survey at next week's conference and is coming armed with additional survey instruments to hand out in order to seek a higher completion rate than the current 36%.

Received from Dr. Neil Britton a copy of his paper on "Higher Education in Emergency Management:  What Is Happening Elsewhere?" which has been prepared for delivery during the International Disaster Management Breakout Session and forwarded for upload to the website.

Received a Power Point presentation from Sally Ziolkowski, Mitigation Division Chief, FEMA Region IX (Oakland, CA) which will be delivered during the Professional Emergency Manager Plenary Panel -- and forwarded it for upload to the website.

Received from Dr. Gavin Smith a copy of his Power Point Presentation on his Sustainable Disaster Recovery Upper Division course development project.

June 4, 2004 -- Admissions Office tells us to expect 183 participants next week.

(3)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
June 2, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 4, "Modeling Flood Hazards," and provided review comments to lead course developer, Dr. John Pine of LSU.  From the Session Scope statement:

"This session provides an introduction to the nature and extent of flooding as a natural hazard and its social, economic and environmental impacts.  Modeling flood hazards will be examined to identify the type of information needed to characterize the depth and area affected by floods.  The role of flood modeling in the National Flood Insurance Program will be discussed and how to read a Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  Finally, the session will examine the HAZUS-MH Flood software and how it can be used to characterize the social, economic and environmental impacts from flood hazards."

(4)  Introduction to Emergency Management Textbook:
June 3, 2004 -- Received from review from lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University, Chapter 11, "Disaster Recovery" -- 35 pages.

June 4, 2004 -- Completed a review of Chapter 8, "Hazard Mitigation:  Foundation for Disaster Resilient Communities," by Carla Prater, Texas A&M University, and provided review comments to Dr. Lindell.  From the Chapter abstract:

This chapter will explain what mitigation is, and how it fits in with the other classic phases of emergency management. We will explore the most widely used mitigation strategies, and describe how they are applied to the most common types of natural and technological hazards. It is important to understand the legal basis for hazard mitigation. We will describe the basic legal framework as it stands in the United States today. Problems frequently arise when attempting to implement mitigation policy. These problems are not so much technical as political in nature, and some of them are legal. Problems in the adoption and implementation of mitigation policies will be described, and some methods of addressing them will be offered. Finally, we will discuss the concept of hazard mitigation as it relates to sustainable development and explain the concept of disaster resilience. Case studies will be used to illustrate and integrate the ideas offered in this chapter.

Forwarded the draft chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- EM Intro Textbook section -- where it should be accessible in a few days.  Seven other draft chapters can be found at that location.

(5)  Legal Issues in Emergency Management -- Introduction to Emergency Management Textbook Chapter:
June 1, 2004 -- Received from William C. Nicholson, Widener School of Law, a draft of a 73-page chapter on "Legal Issues in Emergency Management."  This chapter, when finalized will be incorporated into the Introduction to Emergency Management electronic textbook being developed by a team led by Dr. Michael Lindell of Texas A&M University.

