27-30 May 03 FEMA EM Pubic Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  American Association of Community Colleges:

May 28,  2003 -- Talked again with Gerry Fiala, Senior Counselor with the AACC concerning next week's HiEd Conference and the scheduling of follow-on meetings to discuss how the AACC can work with the EM HiEd Project to promote emergency management and homeland security courses and programs in more community colleges throughout the country.  Carolyn Teich, Program Associate for Office of Economic Development, will be attending the conference.

(2)  Canton College, State University of New York:
May 27, 2003 -- Per the request of Sean Waters, FEMA Region II (NY), provided a set of EM HiEd CD ROMS to Tina M. LaChance, Executive Assistant to the President, Canton College.  Canton is investigating the development of an emergency management program.

(3)  Disaster Operations and Management Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 27, 2003 -- Received from course developer, Dr. David McEntire of the University of North Texas, 2nd drafts of Session 10, "Hazard Detection and Plan Implementation," and Session 14, "Search and Rescue."

(4)  Emergency Management Higher Education Project Conference, June 4-5, 2003, Emmitsburg, MD:
May 30, 2003 -- Conference roster received from Office of Admissions, shows 117 attendees.  Have had to turn down a couple dozen other applications due to crowded conditions in the classroom to be used for the conference and to dorm room availability (100).  Will be a bit crowded, but the conference is just for two days, and the only other good option was to turn down more applications than we did.

(5)  Hazards Risk Management Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 30, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 7, "Legal Basis for Hazards Risk Analysis," and provided review comments to lead course developer, Greg Shaw of George Washington University.  From the Scope statement:

This session will focus on the legal authorities, mainly enabling legislation and regulations that are the foundations for major programs, policies, and organizational arrangements for public emergency management.  Hazards risk assessment is a relatively recent responsibility in the realm of emergency management.  This session will use the recent Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, and its regulatory and guidance documents, to illustrate key teaching points.

In addition, the application of risk assessment and hazards risk planning to terrorism and other human-induced threats is very new and difficult for public administrators and others. For example, in January 2003, about 15 months after the WTC attacks, the New York Times reported on the difficulties the State of New York was having regarding planning for recovery of and mitigation from mitigation from major terrorist events.  The States’ planning deadlock in turn made it difficult for both FEMA and the City of New York to proceed.  
(6)  Penn State University:
May 27, 2003 -- Learned that Dr. Theodore Mellors has been named Director of the Pennsylvania State Fayette Center for Community and Public Safety and is in the process of developing a Homeland Security Certificate program.  Will be meeting this week with instructors to finalize the make-up of the courses that will constitute the new HS Certificate.  Next step is to forward to Penn State Administrators the proposal for the certificate program.  Dr. Mellors will be at the June 4-5 EM HiEd Conference.  For additional information, Dr. Mellors can be reached at:  tam5@psu.edu

(7)  Rochester Institute of Technology, NY:

May 28, 2003 -  Talked with Dr. Maureen Valentine, Chair, Civil Engineering Technology, Environmental Management and Safety Department concerning the status of the RIT Certificate in Disaster and Emergency Management - certificate going well and student interest increasing, particularly since 9/11.  Mostly emergency services personnel interested in advancement into management positions.  A small number are interested in a new career.  Has had at least one graduate get a job with FEMA and another with the NY OEM.  For additional information, Dr. Valentine can be reached at:  (585) 475-7398.

(8)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition Upper Division Course Revision Project:
May 30, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 11, "Community Evacuation Behavior," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek of the University of Denver.  The intent of this session is to enable students to understand basic principles of community evacuation behavior.

(9)  University of Texas at Dallas, School of Management:
May 28, 2003 -- Received from Dorothy Miller, Program Manager, Emergency Management and Preparedness Certificate Program, a very nice full color brochure announcing the kick-off of their new EM Certificate Program -- classes start June 24.  From the brochure:

The UTD School of Management Executive and Professional Development Program has developed its Emergency Management and Preparedness Certificate in response to today's increased threat of disasters and terrorism.  This program is designed to meet the career development needs of professionals in this field and enable them to meet the challenges of managing complex emergencies, from response to recovery.

The organization of this certificate-groaning program is based on the UTD approach to executive education, which includes structured hands-on projects, application and analysis in field settings and group projects, all linked to classroom instruction.  This approach ensures the lessons of the classroom can be immediately applied to real-world situations.

The Core Courses are:

Fundamentals and Preparedness in Emergency Management

Disaster Response and Recovery

Incident Command System

Vulnerability Assessment and Risk Management

Terrorism in Emergency Management

The Elective Courses are:

Technology in Emergency Management

GIS for Emergency Managers

Public Administration in Emergency Management

Volunteer Resources and Donations Management

Transportation and Emergency Management

To receive the Certificate in Emergency Management, students are required to satisfactorily complete five core courses and two electives.  The certificate can be completed in less than a year; there is a two-year time limit for completion.

One can enroll by going to:  http://som.utdallas.edu/profdev.  For more information, contact Dorothy Miller at:  Dorothy@utdallas.edu.  (She will also be at next week's Conference.)

(10)  University of Washington -- Master's Degree in Strategic Planning for Critical Infrastructures:

May 27, 2003 -- Received from staff at the University of Washington a flier advertising their new Master's Degree in Strategic Planning for Critical Infrastructures.  As noted in the April 18 Activity Report this program is pending approval from the UW Board of Regents and Higher Education Coordinating Board.  UW expects approval this summer and is thus planning for a Fall 2003 roll-out.  From the flier:

The Master’s Degree in Strategic Planning for Critical Infrastructures can be earned in a little more than two years. Graduates will have the skills necessary to analyze critical infrastructures and help make them more resilient to breakdown, whether caused by terrorist acts, natural hazards, or normal accidents. Students will interact with a diverse range of peers from around the country building the networking skills that bring success in collaboration across organizations, states and functions to further homeland security.

Professionals with experience in the areas of public or private utilities, urban infrastructure, physical and/or information security, military, public health, emergency management, police and firefighting will gain the knowledge and the skills necessary to become leaders in homeland security.

Applications for this online graduate program are due August 15. Space is limited.

To learn more about courses in the program, how online learning works, or the admission process, please visit http://depts.washington.edu/mspci, or call 800-506-1317.

