May 2-6, 2005 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ASSOCIATE-LEVEL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMPETENCIES AND CURRICULUM -- REQUEST FOR CONFERENCE SPEAKERS:

May 2, 2005 -- Received following message from J.D. Richardson, San Antonio College, concerning a solicitation for speakers during the Emergency Management Core Competencies and Curriculum Breakout Session at the June 7-9, 2005 EM HiEd Conference.

"I am requesting participation of 3 or 4 individuals for the Associate Degree Level Breakout Session on June 9th.  Each participant is asked to give a 10 minute presentation on the core competencies and curriculum in their respective programs and describe the basis on which these competencies and courses were targeted.  How will future plans for your programs effect these competencies and courses?  If you are interested in participating in this breakout session, please contact J.D. Richardson at jrichard@moment.net orjrichard@accd.edu no later than May 21, 2005.  Please send your reply and contact information to both E-mail addresses.  Your participation is very important to the Higher Education Project."

(2)  CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY-SACRAMENTO -- INVESTIGATING EM/HS CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM:

May 3, 2005 -- Learned from Rocky Saunders, Sacramento Office of Emergency Services, who will be attending the June EM HiEd Conference, that he is working with Cal State Sacramento to develop an Emergency Management and Homeland Security Continuing Education Program -- on a fast track -- planned to start this coming Fall Semester, 2005.  Will be collecting additional information with which to draft a description for The College List on the Project website.  

(3)  DELGADO COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NEW ORLEANS -- NEW CERTIFICATE IN HOMELAND SECURITY AND EM:

May 3, 2005 -- Learned that Delgado Community College in New Orleans has received approval to implement their proposed Certificate of Technical Studies in Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  The first course to be taught in the new program began this semester -- Introduction to Terrorism.

Some of their other courses are:

Introduction to Emergency Management

Social Dimensions of Disaster

Resource Planning & Mitigation

Emergency Management Leadership and Administration Introduction to Biological, Chemical & Radiological Terrorism Homeland Security Practicum

Barbara Johnson, the Project Assistant, has drafted a description of this new program posted it to the EM Certificate and Homeland Security sections of The College List on the Project website.

(4)  DISASTER HELP:

The website www.disasterhelp.gov is part of the Disaster Management e-Government initiative.  It is a website that serves members of the first responder community, as well as citizens, federal agencies, and NGOs working in the field of emergency management.  DisasterHelp.gov offers many tools to aid communities in administration, assessment, and collaboration.  The site is focused on helping users find information and services across a wide range of relevant Disaster Management offerings.  For more information, go to www.disasterhelp.gov.  

(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005, EMMITSBURG, MD:

May 2-6, 2005 -- A few changes were made to the draft conference agenda and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website to post in the Conference box at the top of the homepage.

Admissions Office notes 156 applications have been accepted, with several others pending.

(6)  HISTORICAL BLACK COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES:

May 5, 2005 -- Delivered a 45-minute presentation on Emergency Management Higher Education at a meeting of the Southeast Historical Black Colleges and Universities in Tallahassee, FL.  About 64 HBCUs were represented at the conference.  Talked with several representatives who indicated that they would take back the message of the need to develop an emergency management program on their campus and seek to champion such a development.  This meeting was sponsored by FEMA Region IV.

(7)  JEFFERSON COLLEGE OF HEALTH SERVICES, ROANOKE, VA:  INVESTIGATING EM PROGRAM:

May 6, 2005 -- The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, talked with Thomas Harper, Assistant Director, Fire Science Program at Jefferson College of Health Sciences, who noted that he would like to attend the EM HiEd Conference in that his school was investigating the development of an emergency management program.  Advised Admissions to accept an application.

(8)  KANKAKEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, KANKAKEE IL -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AD & CERTIFICATE APPROVED:

May 4, 2005 -- Received news from Mike Casagrande, Homeland Security Coordinator at Kankakee Community College, that the Illinois Community College Board voted to approve the implementation of an Emergency Management Specialist Associates Degree and Certificate.  The school intends to begin offering these new programs this coming Fall Semester.  Mr. Casagrande also notes that he will be working with Governors State University and with Olivet Nazarene University in the development of emergency management and homeland security courses to support Bachelor, Masters and Doctoral programs at those schools.  A description of the proposed Emergency Management Specialist AD can be found in the "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated" section of The College List on the Project website.  For additional information, Mike Casagrande can be reached at:  mcasagrande@kankakee.edu

(9)  ILLINOIS HOMELAND SECURITY HIGHER EDUCATION TASK FORCE FORMED:

May 6, 2005 -- Learned from Dr. Akkanad M. Isaac, Division Chair, Management, Marketing, and Public Administration at Governors State University, University Park, IL, that the State Governor has recently formed a Homeland Security Higher Education Task Force, made up of representatives of six IL State Universities.  The Task Force is chaired by the Provost of Governors State University, which was responsible for the recommendation that led the Governor to appoint this Task Force.  Purpose -- to get the State schools to work together to develop homeland security educational opportunities.  Dr. Isaac is hopeful that as far as Governors State University is concerned, that this initiative lead to the funding of faculty positions at Governors State.  He has proposed the development there of a Bachelors Degree in Homeland Security and a Graduate Program (probably Masters) in Emergency and Disaster Management, with a Concentration in Homeland Security.  For additional information, Dr. Isaac can be reached at:  a-isaac@govst.edu

(10)  NATURAL HAZARDS IN THE UNITED STATES:

May 2, 2005 -- Pursuant to assignment from DHS Headquarters, drafted and forwarded up and over a listing of natural hazards in the US -- after coordinating with staff at the Boulder Natural Hazards Center and the Delaware Disaster Research Center, and incorporating revisions.

(11)  NEW YORK UNIVERSITY -- NEW EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, HOMELAND SECURITY, BUSINESS CONTINUITY PLANNING CERTIFICATES:

MAY 3, 2005 -- Communicated with Dr. Howard Greenstein, Executive Director, The Center for Management, New York University School of Continuing and Professional Studies to the effect that the three certificates previously noted here as being investigated and developed are now being offered:  an Emergency Management Certificate, a Business Continuity Planning Certificate,  and a Homeland Security Certificate.  All three certificates earn CEUs rather than academic credit.  

Within the Emergency Management Certificate are the following required courses:

Incident Command System and NIMS

Introduction to Emergency Management Mitigation Emergency Exercise Programming Management Introduction to Emergency Management Risk Assessment and Analysis

Required courses for the Homeland Security Certificate are:

Incident Command System and NIMS

Understanding Terrorism:  From a Historical Context to Current-Day Management Perspectives Introduction to Homeland Security Risk Assessment and Analysis

Required courses for the Business Continuity Planning Certificate are:

Business Impact Analysis

Introduction to Business Continuity Planning Risk Assessment and Analysis Strategy and Planning for Business Continuity Exercising and Maintaining a Continuity Plan

Some of the electives for these certificates are:

Communicating in a Crisis

Crisis Communication Strategy

Emergency Planning

Interpersonal Communication Skills

Leadership and Management

Leadership in Times of Crisis

The War on Terrorism:  Current Developments and Future Projections Weapons of Mass Destruction in Today's Security Environment

The Project Assistant is gathering additional information for the development of descriptions of these certificates for upload to The College List on the Project website.  Additional information can be accessed through the NYU website at:  http://www.scps.nyu.edu/departments/department.jsp?deptId=28
(12)  WALDEN UNIVERSITY, BALTIMORE, MD -- ON-LINE MA & PhD SPECIALIZATION IN EMERGENCY RESPONSE POLICY/COORDINATION:

May 6, 2005 -- Based on information provided from Walden University, the Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, drafted College List descriptions of an on-line Master and PhD in Public Policy and Administration with a Specialization in Emergency Response Policy and Coordination.  These programs are currently available.  Barbara will soon be uploading these descriptions to the "Related Graduate Programs" section of the College List on the Project website -- where they should be accessible shortly.
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