February 4-11, 2005, FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference

(1)  CASE STUDIES IN EMERGENCY AND RISK MANAGEMENT TEXTBOOK:

February 4, 2005 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer, George Haddow, 2nd draft of Chapter Two, "Preparedness."

(2)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

February 10, 2005 -- Reviewed 2nd draft of Session 35, "Local Policy I," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and provided review comments.  

February 11, 2005 -- Reviewed 2nd draft of Sessions 17-19, "Coastal Disaster Case Studies," by Katherine Eschelbach, UNC-Chapel Hill and provided review comments.

Forwarded sessions to EMI Webmaster to use to replace the first drafts -- located on the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where they should be accessible shortly.

February 11, 2005 -- Participated in conference call arranged by staff at NOAA's Coaster Services Center in Charleston, SC to discuss with some of the course development team potential marketing strategies and components.  On the conference call were Russell Jackson and Tashya Allen from NOAA CSC, and Professor David Brower and Anna Schwab, from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, representing the course development team.  I noted that my prime motivations in putting EM HiEd Project funding up with matching funding from the NOAA CSC was (1) to develop a new course on an important topic, essentially not being taught almost anywhere, and (2) to create an incentive for the development of one or more graduate-level Coastal Hazards Management programs in U.S. universities -- a concentration, certificate, focus area, track, specialization, or the like.  Discussed how a flier or marketing document might be drawn up from existing and about to be developed course materials -- the great majority of the course, in first draft (if not in second) is currently accessible from the Project web-site.  Anyone with thoughts on how to market this course (or get the word out) -- expected to be completed by the end of September -- please get in touch by email and I will pass thoughts on to other conference call participants.

(3)  DISASTER RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

February 7, 2005 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, Administrator, Emergency Planning and Administration Program, University of North Texas, Session 30, "Communications and Coordination."

February 10, 2005 -- Reviewed Session 19, "Volunteer Management" provided review comments and forwarded Session to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-site -- Free College Courses section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  From session Scope statement:

"During this session, the professor provides background information about volunteers, including a discussion of who they are and why they become involved in disaster response and recovery operations.  After illustrating the contributions of volunteers for disaster victims, first responders and emergency managers, the sessions identifies the problems that are unintentionally created by well-meaning individuals and groups.  The session concludes by highlighting the steps that can be taken to overcome the management challenges resulting from the incorporation of volunteers in disaster response operations."

(4)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

February 9, 2005 -- Received for review from lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, a draft chapter on "A Psychological Perspective of Disasters," by Dr. Margaret Gibbs, and Kim Montagnino, Fairleigh Dickinson University.

February 11, 2005 -- Reviewed 2nd draft of Chapter on "Anthropological Contributions to the Study of Disasters" by Dr. Doug Henry, Department of Anthropology, University of North Texas, provided review comments, and forwarded chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks -- to replace the 1st draft.

(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGH EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005 (3 FULL DAYS), EMMITSBURG, MD:

February 4, 2005 -- No one has asked to have the subject of the new National Response Plan and/or the National Incident Management System placed as a topic at the June 7-9, 2005 EM HiEd Conference.  While the conference topics document, which is about ready to go up on the Project web-site, is fairly full, there are staff here at the Emergency Management Institute who could discuss NFP and NIMS training, for example, if there was sufficient demand.  Therefore, if you are planning on attending the conference and would like to see the NRP & NIMS on or not-on the agenda, email me -- would probably be scheduled as a breakout session, in competition with several other breakout sessions -- depending, of course, on expressed interest prior to the conference. 

February 8, 2005 -- Communicated with Dr. Henry Fischer III, Director of the Center for Disaster Research & Education at Millersville University of Pennsylvania concerning participating in one of the "Developer" breakout sessions by talking about his EM HiEd Project supported mini-lecture video-taping project.  Dr. Fischer is in the process of having himself taped delivering several short (roughly 5-minute) "mini-lectures" on hazard, disaster, emergency management topics -- such as on disaster myths.  These mini-lectures will then be made available by the EM HiEd Project -- preferably by video-streaming from the Project web-site, but also possible via DVD distribution.

February 9, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. Ronald Casey, Director, Southern Regional Police Academy, Community College of Southern Nevada (CCSN), concerning the possibility that he could attend and participate in the "Statewide, Regional, National Collegiate Emergency Management Initiatives" panel -- to discuss how he and others there are setting up an Emergency Management Administration Associate Degree (currently under development) so that it is accessible through the other three community colleges in Nevada -- in that once a course has been accepted into the Nevada Community College system it is given a common number and credits must be accepted by all the community colleges.  In addition, Dr. Casey has worked out an articulation agreement with the University of Nevada at Las Vegas so that all the credits from CCSN would be transferable.  Looks like a go for a conference presentation.

February 11, 2005 -- Received from Dr. Rick Bissell, Department of Emergency Health Services, University of Maryland-Baltimore County, an abstract of his presentation on "Future Challenges to Human Survival During This Century," for the "Future of Emergency Management and Homeland Security" panel or session.

February 7-11, 2005 -- Project Assistant and I worked on a conference announcement, conference application form, and conference topics document modifications.  Our plan is to have these three documents placed in the conference box at the top of the Project home-page next week, and then to start mailing invitations out.

(6)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT JOB MARKET ANALYSIS -- MILLERSVILLE UNIVERSITY INTERNS PROJECT:

February 11, 2005 -- Met with Monika Buchanan & Kim Huseman, disaster management students at Millersville University of Pennsylvania, who, as part of their internship with the EM HiEd Project this semester, will seek to acquire national statistics on the size of emergency management and related job markets in order to come up with data that could be of assistance by those academics on college campuses that are writing proposals to develop some sort of hazard, disaster, emergency management program on their campus -- and are sometimes asked by proposal reviewers what the market would likely be for graduates of such a program if approved.  Amongst the job sectors to investigate

Emergency Management

Fire Service

Law Enforcement

Emergency Medical Technicians

Search & Rescue

Public Health

Business Continuity Planning/Disaster Recovery Occupational Health and Safety Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster Floodplain Management

Related and associated professions, such as some listed above, will be investigated in that current academic experience is that some percentage of the work force in these occupations enroll in collegiate emergency management programs.

Anyone with recommendations to make on compiling statistics (preferably national) on the size of emergency management and related markets please email me and I'll forward suggestions onto our interns.

(7)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

February 7, 2005 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Robert Freitag, University of Washington:

Session 21, Public Policy in the American Federal System - An Overview (3rd draft), by Dr. Eliott Mittler Session 22, Federal Policies (2nd draft), by Dr. Elliott Mittler Session 23, State Politics (2nd draft), by Dr. Elliott Mittler Session 24, Local Politics (1st draft), by Dr. Elliott Mittler

It was also noted that Sessions 29 and 30 have been drafted and will be provided after the rest of the course development team reviews the drafts, and that Sessions 12-15, and 25-26 are being worked on.

(8)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

February 9, 2005 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, LSU, Session 3, Modeling Dispersion of Chemical Hazards, Using ALOHA, by Dr. Erno Sajo, Department of Physics and Astronomy, Louisiana State University.

(9)  INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MASS EMERGENCIES AND DISASTERS -- ARTICLE COMPILATION PROJECT:

February 7, 2005 -- Received from Dr. Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel, Co-Director of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University, revised set of CD-ROMS containing approximately 90 articles from the pages of the "International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters," published between 1983 and 2002.  The selected articles have been organized by title, author, and by subject coverage.  The primary purpose of this project was to select articles deemed to be highly relevant to faculty with collegiate hazard, disaster, emergency management programs and to make them readily accessible.  The CD ROMS were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-site -- Free College Courses, Textbooks, Materials section -- where all this material should be accessible shortly.

(10)  METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, OMAHA, NEBRASKA -- NEW EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE:

February 4, 2005 -- Learn that the proposal developed under the leadership of Keith Deiml, a contingency planner at MCC, to develop a Certificate in Emergency Management has been approved and will become operational in March.  The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, is working with Mr. Deiml to develop a description of this new program for posting in the Stand-Alone Certificates in Emergency Management section of The College List, where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for additional information, Keith Deiml can be reached at:  kdeiml@mccneb.edu

(11)  NATIONAL ACADEMIC CONSORTIUM FOR HOMELAND SECURITY:

February 4, 2005 -- Communicated with Dr. Todd Stewart, Ohio State University, and Director of the National Academic Consortium for Homeland Security (NACHS) about his attending the June 7-9, 2005 EM HiEd Conference and delivering an update on NACHS during the Homeland Security/Defense section - to which he agreed.  During our communications he noted that the NACHS consortium now includes 234 universities and colleges, from all 50 states, DC, and Guam.  Some member institutions are focused primarily on research and technology improvement/development, while others primarily on education and training.  For additional information, Dr. Stewart can be reached at:  Stewart.598@osu.edu

(12)  NFPA 1600 WORKSHOPS:

February 4, 2005 -- Found note below in "Disaster Research," an electronic newsletter put out by the Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder:

"The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) is offering a series of two-day workshops on its Disaster/Emergency Management and Continuity Programs standard (NFPA 1600) throughout the United States to help employers in the private and public sectors prepare disaster plans. Sponsored in partnership with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's Public Sector Office and New York University's International Center for Enterprise Preparedness, the workshops are designed for developing new emergency management and business continuity programs and assessing and enhancing existing ones for potential hazards like hurricanes, tornadoes, utility or technology emergencies, workplace violence, and terrorism. Sessions address evacuation, adequate communications capabilities, and continuity of operations should a disaster occur.

For more information, including a list of dates and locations and a link to register online, visit http://www.nfpa.org/ and click on "Learning/Professional Development/NFPA Seminars" or call the NFPA at

(800) 344-3555."

(13)  PARTICIPANT INTERVIEWS, JUNE 2004 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE:

February 7, 2005 -- Received from Dr. Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel, Co-Director, Emergency Management Program, North Dakota State University, a 12:48-minute DVD with selected excerpts from the several dozen interviews conducted and video-taped at last year's conference.  This DVD contains:

Henry Fischer and John Pine responding to question 1:  What is the future of emergency management?

David McEntire and Glen Woodbury on question 2:  What are the obstacles and challenges that emergency management graduates will face as they enter the workforce?

Emily DeMers and J.R. Thomas on question 3:  What should be the role of emergency management graduates in the twenty-first century?

William Waugh, Jr. and Lloyd Bokman on question 4:  What should be the role of emergency management higher education degrees in the professionalization of the field?

Claire Rubin and Thomas Drabek on question 5:  How should emergency management degree programs transmit core competencies to future emergency managers?

Provided DVD to Project Assistant who is to work with the EMI Webmaster to make this material accessible via video-streaming from the Project website -- Free College Courses, Textbooks, Materials section.  If that does not work, and in the meantime, we will make copies of the DVD and make those available.  Also plan to make available the 3-DVD set which contains all the video interviews "collected" at the conference.  Contact the Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, for copies.

(14)  PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY -- INVESTIGATING MASTERS OF SCIENCE IN DISASTER AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

February 10-11, 2005 -- Communicated with Associate Professor and Interim Dean, Matt Dane Baker, School of Science and Health, Philadelphia University, Philadelphia, PA, concerning their recently initiated investigation into the development of a Masters of Science Degree in Disaster and Emergency Management, as well as a Masters of Science in Traumatic Stress Counseling.  The Disaster and EM degree would cover terrorism, natural disasters, hazardous materials, psychological aspects of disaster, hazards research, public health considerations, and disaster planning.  We will be working with Dean Baker on the development of a description of this initiative to place in the "Under Development/Investigation" section of The College List.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dean Baker can be reached at:  BakerM@philau.edu

(15)  SONOMA COLLEGE, PETALUMA, CA -- UPDATE ON HOMELAND SECURITY/EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

February 8, 2005 -- Met with Matt Pope, Program Instructor at Sonoma College, within the Homeland Security Program which started early in 2004.  While plans are to continue to offer the Certificate in Homeland Security, thinking there is to rename and somewhat reorient the previous "Associate of Applied Science in Administration of Justice and Homeland Security Programs," to an "Associate of Applied Sciences in Homeland Response and Emergency Management."  

(16)  TIDEWATER COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NORFOLK, VA -- DEVELOPING HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAM WITH EMER.MGMT. TRACK:

February 8, 2005 -- Received email from Martha Burns, Government Programs, Workforce Development, at Tidewater Community College, updating us on their investigation into the development of a homeland security/emergency management program:

"The President of our college has instructed Workforce Development to move forward in developing a program under the title of Homeland Security.  As a result, Workforce Dev. is developing a two-yr. degree program and a certificate program.  We are now writing our Executive Summary for presentation to a working committee that will help define course development and we expect that development to mesh with your Higher Education Project suggestions.  To that end, we are developing a three track program: emergency management, business continuity and Homeland Security.  

"In addition to the degree program, we are proposing a mock city for skills-based training, which will include security officer training in addition to emergency management and Homeland Security training."  

We are working with Martha Burns to develop a program description for upload to the College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Martha Burns can be reached at:  tcburnm@tcc.edu

(17)  UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL -- SURVEY PROJECT BY DISASTER MANAGEMENT STUDENTS:

February 8, 2005 -- Received from Craig Marks a request to post the note pasted in below:

"Students at UNC-Chapel Hill are undertaking two survey's for the International Association of Emergency Managers.  One is a demographic and attitudinal survey of the EM profession.  It is at:  EM Survey:  

http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB22438EQJQWN
"We are asking that all academic programs with involvement in EM have their faculty and students take the survey.  The results will be presented to the IAEM Board of Directors in November and then posted to the IAEM web-site.  The last survey was taken in 1997.  This survey will yield interesting results about where the profession has come in the last 8 years, and should contain valuable information useful in determining market strategies or having statistical data for proposing or expanding programs on campus.  IAEM Services:  http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB22438HXJSVJ
For those who are members of IAEM, the IAEM Services survey is a report card on how the association is meeting members' needs.  As an aside, formation of chapters of the IAEM-Student Association are a valuable networking tool for students.  Student membership in the IAEM is only $25.00 per year, plus they get reduced rates to the national conferences, and we are looking at other incentives such as internships, employer job listings, and other useful things for future emergency managers.  If anybody has questions on the surveys, the data from the surveys, or about forming a student chapter, please have them contact me."

Craig A. Marks, CEM, CERP, MSFEMA, MPA, International Association of Emergency Managers, Commissioner, Scholarship Commission, camrmm@direcway.com

(18)  UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA - PH.D. OPPORTUNITIES IN NATURAL HAZARDS RESEARCH:

February 4, 2005 -- Received request to post the following in the activity report:

"A new interdisciplinary PhD research program is being established in natural hazards research. It focuses on natural hazards and the impacts associated with meteorological factors, including tornadoes, hail, lightning, hurricanes, flooding, drought, and wildfire. PhD projects are available that span the science, technology, and human dimensions of natural hazards research. While fellows will participate in their respective academic graduate programs, opportunities exist to work in the National Weather Center at OU in Norman, OK. Internships can be arranged that take advantage of the facilities and expertise available through the NOAA labs and other associated units. This cross-cutting interdisciplinary program provides innovative graduate education and training opportunities in natural hazards caused by extreme weather and climate variability.

The program is supported by OU, with additional funding sought through the NSF IGERT program.  A cohort of 3 to 6 new students is being recruited to start in August 2005.  Students will take a common group of four interdisciplinary courses on natural hazards research methods and tools, together with additional courses in their core discipline area. 

They will have the opportunity to take internships with industry or research users, to spend time at one of three international partner centers, and to participate in research conferences.  Students will be supported by an annual stipend of $30,000 with additional allowances. 

They may choose to pursue a Ph.D. degree in one of the following academic units: Meteorology, Geography, or Civil Engineering and Environmental Science.

Applicants must be outstanding students with an interest in interdisciplinary research and a Masters degree in meteorology, hydrology, geography, environmental studies, civil engineering, economics or a related field.  Applications should include a CV, academic transcript, three letters from referees and a statement (600 words or less) explaining their interest in interdisciplinary natural hazards research in the context of the cube above.  Applications by March 1, 2005 are preferred but later applications may be considered.

Applications and more information: Dr David Karoly, Williams Chair Professor of Meteorology, School of Meteorology, University of Oklahoma, 100 E Boyd St, Norman OK 73019. Phone: 405-325 6446, Fax: 405-325 7689, email: dkaroly@ou.edu."

(19)  WEEKEND READING -- "SYSTEM UNDER STRESS -- HOMELAND SECURITY AND AMERICAN POLITICS," DONALD KETTL:

February 7, 2005 -- At the suggestion of Dr. Richard Sylves, University of Delaware, read Kettl's book (Washington DC:  CQ Press, 2004, 151 pages) over the weekend.  Couple of points he makes worth highlighting here:

"Homeland security, at its core, is about coordination.  It is not only about developing new tools but -- more fundamentally -- weaving together fare more effectively the nation's experts and resources" (p. 28).  

I would amend that to read that homeland security, like emergency management, should have as a core fundamental the principle of coordination, net-working, communication and sharing with a broad sector of stakeholders, interested parties, customers.  Now only if that were so.  I am reminded of Dr. Thomas Drabek's most recent book "Strategies for Coordinating Disaster Responses" (Boulder:  University of Colorado, 2003), wherein he comes awfully close to predicting weakness or strength in disaster response operational effectiveness based on his prior knowledge of two variables:  (1) the number or organizations coordinated/worked with prior to an event, and (2) the frequency/depth of those "communications" -- such as infrequently, frequently, regularly, and meaningfully.

"The country can spend almost limitless amounts of money and impose extraordinary costs and still not prevent a clever terrorist from finding a crack in the system" (p. 28).  Yep -- to me this means that communities need a broad range of traditional emergency management capabilities -- within comprehensive emergency management framework -- all phases, all hazards, all actors.  

Now, one paragraph from Dr. Sylves' review of this book for the "Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management":

"Practitioners, scholars, and students of emergency management will appreciate this book because Kettl gives emergency management its due both in terms of 9/11 emergency response and in terms of post 9/11 law, policy, and administrative organization.  The scholarship manifested in this book complements 'emergency management' study and at the same time finds a way to weave together the many policy domains of nascent homeland security.  Students of emergency management may identify in this work many avenues for integration or interaction with realms of homeland security not previously associated with emergency management.  Correspondingly, those students of other realms of policy, now part of homeland security writ large, may see in this work why emergency management is important and necessary in their own endeavors...."

B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security
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Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax
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