September 8-12, 2003 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Benefit-Cost Analysis of Hazard Mitigation--The Current State of What Counts and How to Count It:
September 12, 2003 -- Finalized small purchase agreement with Dr. Philip Ganderton, Department of Economics, University of New Mexico, for the production of an annotated version of his Power Point presentation (subject above) delivered at the 2002 Boulder Hazards Conference.  When finalized and delivered, this annotated Power Point presentation will be uploaded to the EM HiEd Project website, within the "Additional Materials" section for the existing "Principles and Practice of Hazards Mitigation" upper division college course written by David Brower and David Bohl of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill -- and found on the EM HiEd Website within the "Completed Courses" subsection of the "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section.

(2)  Chronicle of Higher Education Interview:

September 10, 2003 -- Talked with Jeff Brainard of the Chronicle of Higher Education about the Higher Education Project -- though as it turns out, his primary interest in an article he is writing is in finding someone to talk with concerning Congressional earmarks for terrorism and homeland security training courses for first responders -- from an equity point of view.  Told him that was not me and provided a point of contact within the Office of Domestic Preparedness Programs at DHS Headquarters.  Took the opportunity to pitch for the need for more collegiate involvement in an all-hazards perspective approach to emergency management and homeland security.

(3)  Everett Community College, Everett, WA:

September 9, 2003 -- Talked with Jeanne Kraske, Director, Emergency Services Programs at ECC, concerning her interest in investigating the development of an Associate Degree in Emergency Management at ECC.  This investigation is driven by student and practitioner inquiries into the possibility of developing an EM program.  Discussed some of the types of materials and information found on the EM HiEd Project website and mailed a CD ROM of EMI training courses that could be used to support a AD in EM.  For additional information, Ms. Kraske can be reached at:  jkraske@evcc.ctc.edu

(4)  Floodplain Hazard Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
September 8, 2003 -- Received from the Procurement Office a copy of the September 4th contract to develop a graduate level Floodplain Hazard Management college course.  The contract recipient is Risk Reduction Solutions, with Bob Freitag, University of Washington, as the lead course developer.  Other course development team members are:  (1) Dr. Susan Bolton, University of Washington, (2) Dr. Don Reichmuth, President, GEOMAX, (3) Dr. Elliott Mitler, Consultant, and Larry Larson, Executive Director, Association of State Floodplain Managers, Inc.  The period of performance is 24 months and thus the expiration date is September 5, 2005.

September 9-11 -- Communicated with Bob Freitag on setting up a date for a Focus Group meeting of his course development team members and other subject matter experts and interested parties that we would mutually agree upon.  Agreed to meet at EMI November 3-4.

(5)  Introduction to Emergency Management Electronic Textbook Project:

September 9, 2003 -- Completed my review of Chapter 1, "Introduction To Emergency Management," (64 pages), written primarily by Dr. Ronald Perry of Arizona State University (I gather), and provided review comments to lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell at Texas A&M University.

(6)  Millersville University, Millersville, PA -- New Disaster Center and Emergency Management Program:
Sep 12, 2003 -- Attended "ribbon-cutting" ceremony at Millersville and said a few words about the FEMA EM HiEd Project and the significance of the Millersville University initiatives in establishing "The Center for Disaster Research and Education," as well as "The Environmental Hazards and Emergency Management Program" at MU, including an interdisciplinary minor in Environmental Hazards and Emergency Management.  The lead for these initiatives is Dr. Hank Fischer, Dept. of Sociology, who would like to develop a graduate program as well -- specifically a Masters Degree in Emergency Management.  In that the several Deans and the Millersville President were in attendance I made a point of urging that Millersville Administration support the development of a graduate program as well.  Amongst those also in attendance for brief remarks were General Keith Martin, Director of the Pennsylvania Office of Homeland Security, David Sanko, Director, Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, Dr. Edward Shane, Millersville University Provost, and Dr. Francine McNairy, President, Millersville University.

(7)  National Science Foundation Supported Workshop on "Designing Educational Opportunities for the Hazard Manager of the 21st Century."

September 12, 2003 -- Began work on micro-purchase work order packages to reimburse for the travel expenses of those participants at this Workshop in Denver, October 22-24, that the FEMA EM HiEd Project is taking responsibility for.  This workshop grew out of EM HiEd Project approaches to the NSF to explore mutual interests and the development of collaborative projects and initiatives.

(8)  Northwestern Connecticut Community College:

September 9, 2003 -- Communicated with Clark Schroeder, Northwestern Connecticut Community College, concerning his interest in investigating the development of an Emergency Management Associate Degree at NCCC.  Went through several items of note on the EM HiEd Project website and mailed a copy of the CD ROM of EMI training courses entitles Prototype Curriculum to Support Associate Degrees in Emergency Management.  For further information, Mr. Schroeder can be reached at:  hsschroeder@nwcc.commnet.edu

(9)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
September 11, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 17, "Understanding Looting Behavior," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek, University of Denver.  From the Scope statement:

"Students are introduced to the empirically based research literature on looting behavior, the social conditions that may facilitate it, and a theoretical scheme for interpretation, i.e., emergency norm theory.  The concept of community policing and principles of crowd management are related to the myth of looting behavior.  Implications for emergency managers are highlighted."

The session was forwarded for upload to the EMI HiEd Project website, Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section, Courses Under Development subsection.

(10)  Terrorism and Homeland Security -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:

September 9, 2002 -- Received from the Procurement Office my copy of a new contract with Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Georgia State University, to develop a classroom-based, 15 contact-hour, 1 credit-hour short course on Terrorism and Homeland Security.  This will allow Dr. Waugh and his course development team (Dr. Francis Winslow, Emergency Services Director, San Jose CA, and William Nicholson, Widener School of Law) to update and expand upon the "Terrorism and Emergency Management" course written by Dr. Waugh for the EM HiEd Project in 1998-2000 and uploaded to the EM HiEd Website in September 2000.  Began communicating with Dr. Waugh on the need to six upon a date for a focus group meeting here to include his course development team members as well as other subject matter experts and interested parties that we would mutually agree upon -- looking at dates in late October.
