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Integrating the hazards research and practitioner communities is the
main goal of the Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information
Center. Founded in 1975 at the University of Colorado, the center works
toward its goal with four main activities: dissemination of hazards
information through publication of a bi-monthly newsletter and other
forms of reports, and operation of an elecironic newsleter; provision of
information services through maintenance of a large library and data
base on nawral hazards; conduct of a modest research program; and
sponsorship of an annual workshop. This paper describes these activities
and shows how these activities can bridge the gap berween researcher
and practitioner.

Introduction

The Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center is
a national clearinghouse for research data on the social, economic, political,
and behavioral aspects of natural disasters and programs to reduce damages
from them. In other words, the center collects and shares information on
how society prepares for, responds to, recovers from, and mitigates disas-
ters.

This paper provides a brief history of the Natural Hazards Research and
Applications Information Center, explains what it is the center does, and
then suggests how the transfer of hazards data and the integration of research
into practice might be improved. Finally, this paper advocates a better
integration of research and practice. Researchers must present their material
succinctly, and recognize the context in which their results may be applied.
Practitioners need to clearly define their problems for researchers. Practi-
tioners should also take advantage of all the existing resources available to
them.
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