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This paper presents an analysie of recovery from
natural disgster of black and white disaster victims.
The data were gathered in Paris, Terxas following a
tornade in that towm in April, 1982 which destroyed
or damaged over 1500 houses and apartments. A aample
of 218 black vietime and 212 white victima were
interviewed sevem monthe after the disaster, with
information being gathered on some 178 items pertaining
to their Llosses, aid received, psychosccial impacts
and recovery. Diseriminant function analysis 18 wused
to select eets of independent variables that predict
recovery levele for black and white vietims along
two dimensions of recovery, emotiomal and eaonomic
recovery. Differences in determinante of recovery
between the two groups of vietims involved variations
in losses, psychosocial tmpacts, atd utilization and
soeial support, but not demographic or soctogaonomic

factors.

In this paper 1 will examine the effects of, and response to,
a major natural disaster in the United States by both black
and white disaster victims. The focus shall be on comparing
the two victims groups in terms of the differential effects of
a disaster as well as on variations between the groups regarding
the recovery process. Disaster research has, with only a few
exceptions, pald little attention to ethnic/raclal wvarlations

in social responses to disaster agents.
The research on which this paper is based marks a break with
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