Family and Disaster

Orjan Hultdker

"Family and Disaster" is the topic of the present
seminar, a challenging topic because the family and the
disaster are usually considered as very different social
phenomena. Laymen conceive of them as the opposite of
each other since disasters interfere with their peaceful
family life. 5Social scientists use different conceptual
frameworks to describe the two. Newvertheless, families
and disasters have much in common, and they must be
studied together if either phenomenon is to be fully
understood.

The family is one of the very few social structures
which exists in all cultures and societies. It is a universal
group which represents cultural continuity and tradition, a
group which is said to fulfil important social functions
such as the introduction through birth and socialization of
new members into society.

Disasters also occur world-wide, but they represent
discontinuity; the new and unknown. Behaviours must
change following disasters, or the society (and its organi-
zations, groups, and individuals) will not be able to cope
with the situation. Whether eufunctional or dysfunctional
disasters certainly introduce change in society.

Family sociologists have devoted most of their time to
the study of only one kind of social organization: the
family as a group of people, and the family as part of the
social structure. Sociologists in the disaster area are not
specialists in any single form of social organization but
focus their interest on events; i.e., things which happen
during bounded periods of time,

The area of family studies is very different from that
of disaster studies, and the differences are a challenge to
a seminar on Family and Disaster: continuity versus
discontinuity, structure wersus event. The organizers of
this seminar believe that antithesises can be used to
develop a synthesis in social theory.







