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This special issue of the International Journal of Mass Emergencies
and Disaster resulted from a conference held at the University of North
Texas in February 1991, The conference focused on issues related to
integrating disaster research and practice. Both practitioners and re-
searchers discussed the problem of delivering research to the practi-
tipner. Thus, the resulting special issue is slightly different from most
other issues of this journal.

Introduction

Perhaps for the first time, emergency management practitioners have a
published forum to discuss their perspectives and needs with researchers.
In addition, researchers have an opportunity to explore the practitioners’
perspective of disaster research.Also, since practitioners have an academic
forum to discuss their own needs, other practitioners may be more inclined
to pick up the journal for the first time. Not only may they read papers by
their colleagues, but they may even become intrigued by the research
oriented articles in this and other issues of the journal.

The roots of the conference leading to this special issue originated from
my own experiences as a researcher and many discussions with practi-
tioners. As a graduate student with the Disaster Research Center at The Ohio
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