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Hurricane hazard perception data, periodically collected over a
twelve year period from the same sample of Lower Florida Keys
residents, were analyzed to determine what changes in hazard
perception and mitigation behavior had occurred. Contrary to
hypotheses that hazard concerns decline with length of residence in
hazard zones, overall perceptions that both hurricane winds and
flooding are problems facing local residents have increased. Aware-
ness of the hurricane threat remains high, with two-thirds of the
residents stating that it is likely that the area will experience a
damaging hurricane within the next ten years, even though a major
hurricane has not occurred within the area for nearly three decades.

Hazard perceptions have attracted considerable interest, with
numerous surveys conducted to describe the perceptions of various
populations to a wide assortment of natural and technological hazards.
Nearly two decades ago, Kates (1971, p. 446) postulated that once a
hazard perception threshold was reached, the hazard adjustment process
began. Although some challenges to and modifications of Kates’ model
have been suggested, it appears clear that hazard perceptions play an
important--albeit sometimes indirect--role in the hazard adjustment
process. For purposes of this study, hurricane hazard perceptions will be

*This paper is a revised version of a paper presented at the 85th Annual Meeting of
the Assoclation of American Geographers in Baltimore, Maryland, March 19-22, 1989.
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