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An interesting trend has occurred slowly but surely over the past 20 years.
Disaster policies at the global level have shifted from a virtual reliance on
relief to what may be regarded as the predominance of prevention. Ironically,
this change has taken place—and continues to do so—with little circum-
spection. These preliminary remarks having been made, the following essay
will explore the history and deficiency of past and present international dis-
aster policies, and then offer suggestions as to how our endeavors to reduce
calamities might be improved in the future.

The policies of governments, international governmental organizations,
and private humanitarian agencies have traditionally over-emphasized the
importance of relief. Since the beginning of our international state system,
political leaders have felt morally obligated to provide aid to victims of dis-
asters in foreign territories. Countries have frequently sent money, food, cloth-
ing, medicines, and other pertinent aid to counterparts that have been smitten
by calamities. Many nations have even established branches within their gov-
ernments to facilitate the implementation of relief at the cross-national level.
Recognizing the imperative for coordinating individual operations, govern-
ments have also created international organizations with the purpose of man-
aging responses to catastrophes. While the International Relief Union of the
League of Nations never completely lived up to expectations, the Disaster
Relief Organization and other relevant arms of the United Nations have coop-
erated in order to reduce the death and suffering associated with natural haz-
ards. In addition to the emergence of international governmental relief
organizations, numerous private voluntary agencies have concomitantly







