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Introduction

" This report spanned the years of 1985-1986., Four topics
are discussed: 1) the community; 2) the research process
and project goals; 3) four emergent issues; and, 4) project
contributions.

The Community

Manitou Springs is located at the base of Pikes Peak,
immediately west of Colorado Springs. The year-round
population is approximately 4500 pecple. During the sum-
mer thousands of tourists come and stay in Manitou Springs
to enjoy its amenities and proximity to Pikes Peak and other
attractions of the Rocky Mountain region.

Land use in Manitou Springs is constrained by the
geography. The town is located along the channels of
Fountain, Ruxton, Waldo, Beckers Lane, Williams, and
Sutherland Creeks. Much of the remainder of the town sits
on steep slopes above the floodplain, There is very little
land awailable for development that does not face one of
these hagzards. Consequently, downtown WManitou Springs is
built along the creeks and the floodplain is nearly fully
developed. Shops, hotels, homes, and restaurants sit
astride or are built partially in the floodway.

The community has had limited experience with flooding
in recent memory although serious floods have occurred in
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