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Solidarity during Snow=Disasters

Wolf R Dombrowsky

ABSTRACT

The following article is based on a case study of two
snow-disasters affecting the same area within an
extremely short interval. Thus, many learn-effects could
be studied and many behavior-patterns could be
compared. In this context only one behavior-pattern shall
be presented. It is a behavior which is commonly said to
be "jointly respensible". The types, modes, causes, and
objective backgrounds of such a behavior shall be
discussed. The study's results are based on qualitative
interviews of 2-3 hours with 40 professionals of the
German disaster relief organizations, and on the analysis
of documents (official reports, staff diaries, mass media
etc.). A questionnaire is in preparation and should be
given to the population which was affected by the
disaster.

The Background

Twice within two months the whale of Morthern
Germany (around 37.000 km2) was affected by heavy
blizzards and - at the coasts - by floods. During a period
from December 28, 1978 to January 6, 1979 and from
February 13 to 22, 1979 these natural hazards caused
numerous damages, the collapse of all traffic and trans-
portatien, and, partially, of the regional electricity supply
(more than 4000 people without electric power). Many
harbor-cities were flooded, dykes were broken or badly
damaged, and thousands of people were stuck in the
snowbanks with their cars, busses, trucks, and trains.

Drivers and passengers had to be evacuated, nursed, and
maintained (about 5000 people) and the areas threatened
by the flood had to be providentially evacuated. Snowed
in herds of cattle had to be supplied by air as well as the
isolated inhabitants and tourists on the Frisian Islands
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