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What’s Gender ““Got to Do With It"”?#
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We begin this special issue by addressing some anticipated questions.
What does gender have to do with disasters? Is it really that relevant to the
work [ do? Are men and women that different? {So, maybe that one you don’t
question. ) But is gender really germane to the disaster-related work I do? How
can the articles in this special issue help me?

For those who might dismiss this special issue as reflecting “political cor-
rectness,” we offer an alternative view: the advocates, supporters, and
contributors to this endeavor share a commitment to promoting a better under-
standing of vulnerabilities and capacities as they are affected by societies
stratified by gender, age, disability, income, and race. Through our research,
professional and community work, and activism, our goal is to influence the
practice of emergency and disaster management in ways that result in safer
and more humane communities — for everyone.

Disaster researchers are accumulating clear evidence that, as a group,
women are likely to respond, experience, and be affected by disasters in ways
that are qualitatively different. At the same time it is important to recognize and
document women's diversity. Clearly, not all women experience disasters
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