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The invitation to comment on Thomas E. Drabek’s (1986) Human
System Responses to Disaster: An Inventory of Sociological Fi indings
provides an opportunity to reflect on the practice of emergency man-
agement and the evolving role of the emergency manager. This focus
is timely. The past decade has brought disaster into sharp relief for
many; several large-scale impacts have occurred, and disaster costs (in
lives and property damage) have escalated. The links between com-
munity growth, land-use management practices, and vulnerability have
become more apparent. These issues have taken place at a time when
the clarion call is for smaller government and more fiscal constraint.
This combination is prompting questions, particularly from central gov-
ernment, about the function and value of emergency management
arrangements.

It is also appropriate to re-think the emergency manager’s role in
contemporary society. Much has changed in 10 years, ranging from the
* Paper requested by the Editor, International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters,
Statements in this paper were first presented at a session of the International Research
Committee on Disasters (ISA Research Committee 39), at the 14th World Congress of
Sociology, Montréal, Québec, 26 July - 1 August 1998, The session explored the contribution
of Thomas E. Drabek's textbook, Human System Responses to Disaster: An Inventory of
Sociological Findings.
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