17-21 March 2003 FEMA EMI HI ED PROJECT REPORT 

(1)  Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah:
March 19, 2002 -- Received from Kerry Baum, BYU Emergency preparedness Coordinator, two documents on the BYU CERT initiative.   We are communicating with BYU on getting a description of their CERT program developed for the purpose of posting to the new "Collegiate CERT" section of the EM HiEd website -- see below.  For additional information, Kerry Baum can be reached at:  kerry_baum@byu.edu.

(2)  Coastal Sprawl Report:
March 18, 2003 -- Thanks to Dr. John Pine at LSU for bringing this report to my attention -- Coastal Sprawl:  The Effects of Urban Design on Aquatic Ecosystems in the United States (by Dana Beach, South Carolina Coastal Conservation League, for the Pew Oceans Commission, and released in April 2002.  The abstract notes that:

"By any measure, the coastal zone is a small part of the country, but it is home to more than half of American citizens...Over the next 15 years, 27 million additional people -- more than half of the nation's population increase -- sill funnel into this narrow corridor along the edge of the ocean.  Coastal population growth is not the whole story, however.  It is actually a short chapter in a much longer book....Some large coastal metropolitan areas are consuming land ten times as fast as they are adding new residents."

Just one of the reasons disasters will stay a growth business in the US.  The full report can be downloaded from:  http://www.pewoceans.org/reports/water_pollution_sprawl.pdf

(3)  Collegiate CERT (Citizen Emergency Response Teams):

March 17, 2003 -- Received from Richard Ordyna, Emergency Management Coordinator for Weber State University, Utah, a description of the Weber State CERT program -- which was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster as the first entry into a newly created EM HiEd Project Homepage section entitled "Collegiate CERT."  The EM HiEd Project solicits descriptions of CERT programs and plans from any other college or university for upload to this new section of the EM HiEd Project website -- we would like to see all universities that have hazard, disaster and emergency management type programs institute their own CERT programs -- walking the talk.
(4)  East Carolina University, Greenville, NC:
March 19, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Ron Mitchelson, Chair, Department of Geography.  ECU is in the process of recruitment for a faculty member who will be responsible for "standing-up" a new Center for Natural Hazards Mitigation at ECU (announcement pasted in below).  It is part of the planning for this new Center that a hazard and disaster-related curriculum be developed and perhaps some sort of hazard/disaster academic program as well.  Discussed the types of information and materials that can be found on the EM HiEd website.  For further information, Dr. Mitchelson can be reached at:  mitchelsonr@mail.ecu.edu.

The College of Arts and Sciences at East Carolina University invites applications for a faculty position as a hazards scholar who will be charged with the development of a new Center for Natural Hazards Mitigation to be housed within the College.  PhD in hazards related field of study is required.  The appointment will serve as director of the Center.  The rank and discipline for this new position are open.  Dependent upon the successful candidate’s credentials, the appointment will be made in the appropriate academic department.  Candidates should have a record of scholarly accomplishments in the study of environmental risk, natural hazards, disaster management, or mitigation.  Candidates should possess a demonstrated ability to secure extramural funding along with administrative and grants-management experience.  In addition, the appointment includes opportunity for instruction related to disasters and mitigation at undergraduate and graduate levels within the home department.  Appropriate professional service expected.

Eastern North Carolina is vulnerable to a variety of natural hazards including wind and water associated with Atlantic hurricanes.  In 1999 the region suffered its worst disaster in recorded history resulting from massive inland flooding associated with Hurricanes Dennis and Floyd.  The University has responded in very positive fashion with significant applied research and outreach.  This work is housed in a variety of programs including: geography, geology, biology, sociology, economics, political science, coastal resource management, urban and regional planning, public health, and leisure studies.  The mission of the new Center is to advance this work through enhanced coordination and collaboration.  This Center is intended to collaborate closely with the newly created North Carolina Institute for Disaster Studies and the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management.

Salary will be highly competitive.  The search committee will begin reviewing applications on April 1, 2003.  Applicants should submit a statement of interest, curriculum vitae, examples of recent publications, and the names and contact information for three letters of reference.  Official graduate transcript required upon employment.  Send materials to: Dr. Ron Mitchelson, Chair, Department of Geography, Brewster A-227, East Carolina University, Greenville, NC 27858.

East Carolina University is a constituent institution of the University of North Carolina System; an equal opportunity employer / affirmative action university; and accommodates individuals with disabilities.  Applicants must comply with the Immigration Reform and Control Act. 

(5)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, Emmitsburg, MD, June 4-5, 2003:
March 17-18, 2003 -- Ran into difficulties with the Admissions Office over the modified Application Form to attend the HiEd Conference which was posted to the EM HiEd Project Website.  Made several changes and forwarded the re-revised form to the Webmaster for replacement.  The purpose of the modified form on the website was (and is) to simplify the form in that it has been designed for applications to training courses by State and local emergency management and related personnel.  Have 22 approved applications.

(6)  Fairleigh Dickinson University, NJ:
March 21, 2003 - Talked with Ron Calissi, Director, Master of Administrative Science Program, Public Administration Institute, at FDU concerning their investigation into a graduate level EM program - was told that two new programs are in the works and are highly probable of going into operation:  (1) Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management Administration and (2) Graduate Certificate in Global Security and Terrorism Studies.  Both certificates will be four-course, 12 credit-hour certificates within the Master of Administrative Science Degree.  Students will be able to enroll and take individual courses, acquire a terminal certificate or continue on to receive the Masters Degree. The school is awaiting a the receipt of funds from a grant which is being awarded to support the development of nine courses to feed the two certificates.  Fairleigh Dickinson already offers two undergraduate certificates in Disaster and Emergency Management and in Security and Terrorism Studies.  For additional information contact Ron Calissi at:  mas@fdu.edu.

(7)  GAO Report on Homeland Security and Chemical Facilities Risk and Preparedness:
March 20, 2003 -- Heard about, found and read recently released report from the General Accounting Office.  Some highlights:

"...according to EPA, 123 chemical facilities located throughout the nation have accidental toxic release 'worst-case' scenarios where more than one million people in the surrounding area could be at risk of exposure to a cloud of toxic gas.  Approximately 700 facilities could each potentially threaten at least 100,000 people in the surrounding area, and about 3,000 facilities could each potentially threaten at least 10,000 people.  To date, no one has comprehensively assessed the security of chemical facilities." (p. 4)

From Department of Homeland Security review letter to the GAO:

"The Department's view is that every one of the approximately 15,000 chemical facilities nationwide that contains significant quantities of highly hazardous chemicals should be required to take the steps that many industry leaders are undertaking at their facilities:  performing comprehensive vulnerability assessments and then taking action to reduce those vulnerabilities." (p.34)

U.S. General Accounting Office.  2003.  Homeland Security:  Voluntary Initiatives Are Under Way at Chemical Facilities, but the Extent of Security Preparedness Is Unknown (Report to Congressional Requesters).  Washington, DC:  GAO, March, 46 pages.  Downloaded from:  <http://www.gao.gov/>
(8)  Hazards Risk Management Course Development Project:
March 18, 2003 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Greg Shaw at George Washington University, Session 11, "Identify the Risks:  Hazards."

(9)  Hennipin Technical College, MN:
March 21, 2003 - Talked with Don Beckering, State Director, Fire/EMS/Safety Training, Minnesota Colleges and Universities, who notes that the EM Certificate program at Hennipin is going well, with increasing numbers of enrolling students each semester - with many business and industry safety directors and health care personnel enrolling.  Based on this encouraging student interest the school is proceeding with seeking approval for an Associate Degree in Emergency Management - to be implemented the Fall Semester of 2004 if all goes well.  If this is successful Mr. Beckering wants to develop a BA in EM at Southwest State University in MN.  For additional information, Mr. Beckering can be reached at:  don.beckering@so.mnscu.edu.

(10)  Lynn University, Boca Raton, FL:
March 21, 2003 -- Learned that the Lynn University proposal to implement a graduate level Emergency Planning and Administration Certificate program has been approved and implemented -- joining Lynn's existing Master of Science in Emergency Planning and Administration Degree.  The EPA Certificate consists of 18 credit hours of coursework in Emergency Planning and Administration.  The prescribed courses are:

Technology in Emergency Planning and Administration

Planning Processes for Emergency Administration

The Social Dimensions of Disaster

Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Planning and Administration

Living in a Hazardous Environment

Vulnerability Analysis and Hazard Mitigation

For further information, contact Dr. Ernest Vendrell at evendrell@lynn.edu.

(11)  North Carolina Community College System:
March 18, 2003 -- Talked with Charles Barham, III, the Associate Vice President for Economic and Workforce Development for the NC Community College System.  Mr. Barham wanted information on the upcoming June EM HiEd Conference.  After discussing the conference Mr. Barham stated that he would like to attend and bring two other representatives -- the NC CC System is seeking to develop a statewide homeland security training program for first responders and others that would be implemented within the 58-community college system.  Told Mr. Barham how applications could be downloaded from the EM HiEd website.

(12)  Purdue University Homeland Security Institute:
March 17, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Dennis Engi, head of the Purdue School of Industrial Engineering and recently appointed Director of the new Homeland Security Institute at Purdue.  Planning is going forward to develop a homeland security curriculum at Purdue -- by revising existing courses and developing new courses -- aimed primarily at traditional Purdue students -- both graduate and undergraduate.  For students who take courses within this new homeland security specialization, a line would be entered onto their transcript along the lines of something like "Specialization in Homeland Security."  Dr. Engi expressed interest in participating in the June 4-5 EM HiEd Conference, particularly the Homeland Security breakout Session the afternoon of June 5th.  For further information Dr. Engi can be reached at:  engi@ecn.purdue.edu.

(13)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition, Course:
March 20, 2003 -- Received for review from course develop, Dr. Thomas Drabek of the University of Denver, Session 19, "Emergency Social Groups in Disaster."

(14)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Emergency Management Course:
March 18, 2003 -- Received from several reviewers very helpful and insightful review comments of this course, including review comments by Dr. Tom Drabek of the University of Denver, and forwarded on to the course development team, led by Dr. Elaine Enarson of Metropolitan State University, Denver.  A course review comments meeting is scheduled at EMI for March 28 -- thus all reviewers need to have completed their review and forwarded review comments here by then.

March 18, 2003 -- Received revised Session 2 "Introduction to Vulnerability Analysis," by Dr. Ben Wisner, which incorporated earlier review comments, and reviewed again.

March 20, 2003 -- Re-reviewed Session 3, "World Views, Values, and Political Dimensions,' and Session 4, Historical Root Causes" by Dr. Ben Wisner, to determine compliance with previous review comments and in preparation for the March 28 review comments meeting.

(15)  Syllabi Compilation on the Emergency Management Higher Education Project Website:
March 18, 2003 -- Received several syllabi from Eastern Michigan University which were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to incorporate into the Syllabi Compilation section of the website:

Current Trends in Emergency Management

Foreign and Domestic Terrorism

Hazardous Materials

Incident Command

Issues in Emergency Preparedness

Management Process for Public Safety Managers

Natural Hazard Mitigation

Organizational Behavior for Public Safety Managers

Personnel for Public Safety Managers

Planning and Decision-Making for Public Safety

Public Relations and Public Safety

(16)  University of Maryland, Baltimore County:
March 18, 2003 -- Receive news from Dr. Rick Bissell, Department of Health Medicine, that on March 17 he received permission to complete the application process for the development of a Graduate Emergency Management Certificate within the existing UMBC Emergency Health Services Degree program.  Dr. Bissell believes that "it is now only a matter of time before it is approved."  He goes on to note that once the Graduate Emergency Management Certificate is approved "we will apply to the Maryland Higher Education commission to add an emergency management track to our MS degree program..."  The EM proposal includes the development of four new courses on Mitigation, Response, Recovery, and Preparedness, in addition to existing courses on Disaster Health Services and Refugee Health Services.  For further information,  Dr. Bissell can be reached at:  bissell@ndms.umbc.edu.
