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Denise Blanchard is a Professor in the Department of Geography at Texas State University, and newly-appointed Director of the Lovell Center for Environmental Geography and Hazards Research. The Lovell Center provides a focus for those with interests in Environmental Geography, as well as, Natural, Technological, Medical, and Conflict-Related Hazards. The Center also provides a locus of scholarship and activity for understanding the Earth’s environment, the analysis and reduction of all hazards, and achieving sound policy formulations on these issues. Center activities include convening and sponsoring conferences on critical issues in the fields of environmental geography and hazards research; publishing plenary papers from such conferences in special journal issues and books; serving as a clearing-house of information on environmental geography and hazards issues; offering research facilities, as well as, an in-house library for the use of visiting scholars, and fostering the next generation of environmental scientists through the Ph.D., Masters of Science, and Masters of Applied Geography degrees. 

Current and past environmental research projects by Center faculty have been funded by the: National Science Foundation; National Aeronautics and Space Administration; Nature Conservancy; National Geographic Society; Natural Hazards Research and Applications Information Center; Texas Commission on Environmental Quality; United States Department of Agriculture; United States Geological Survey; and, United States Department of Defense.
Examples of research projects by Center Scholars include: impact of hazardous waste in public places; hazards of U.S.-Mexico borderlands; ethnic and gender responses to hazards; threshold values for hazardous heat advisories; flood hazards in the Texas Hill Country; remote sensing of hazards sites; GIS and optimal routes of hazardous waste transfer; flooding and real estate values; assessing the economic impact of hazards; environmental impacts of NAFTA; risk communication and public perception of hazards; the impact of natural hazards events on social conflict; geographical dimensions of bioterrorism; and, spatial aspects of epidemiology. 
My interest in the conference is to learn how to establish a certification program in EM at Texas State, as well as, how to develop a broad-based curriculum in hazards research and application to support an interdisciplinary major and minor. I am also interested in networking with those who have created a consortium of universities that deal with homeland security, and to share ideas on potential research projects that focus on environmental and spatial issues related to natural, technological, medical, and conflict-related hazards at all geographic scales. 
