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I enjoy attending the FEMA Higher Education Conference in order to interact with and learn from others who share our common interest. Twenty years experience in conducting research into behavioral and organizational response to disasters and terrorism, has resulted in the presentation of more than three dozen papers at professional conferences, the publication of almost two dozen scholarly journal articles, three books, two monographs, consulting for Research Planning, Inc./Department of Defense, consulting for the Office of Emergency Management/Justice Department on TOPOFF2, involvement in the FEMA Higher Education Project, consulting on the First Responders Project for the Early Responders Distance Learning Center, appearances on CNN, MS-NBC, CBC Radio 1, U.S. News & World Report and The Washington Post, presentations at international conferences in various European nations. Professional memberships are held in the International Sociological Association, the International Research Committee on Disasters, serving as editor of UnScheduled Events, Contemporary Disaster Review, and the internet launch of the International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters, the European Sociological Association, the American Sociological Association, and the International Association of Emergency Managers. 


Primary expertise is in the behavioral and organizational response to high consequence events (disasters and terrorism), the role of the media in high consequence events, as well as developing educational curricula for delivery in traditional teaching environments and distance learning/internet based environments. I currently teach Sociology of Disaster and Sociology of Terrorism, served as Program Coordinator of the multidisciplinary undergraduate minor in Environmental Hazards & Emergency Management, and Chair of the pending totally online multidisciplinary master’s degree in emergency management (MSEM). I am the founder and Director of the Center for Disaster Research & Education (CDRE). In addition to the director, the CDRE includes an Associate Director and 13 additional faculty associates from multiple disciplines from across the university. It also employs a secretary and eight research assistants. The CDRE is involved in consulting, contract and grant work. Funding sources have included the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, Research Planning Inc. (DOD), the Office of Emergency Management/U.S. Justice Department, the Natural Hazards Center of the University of Colorado, the First Responders Distance Education Center, and the National Science Foundation. 
