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Present Position: Assistant Professor, Department of Earth Sciences, California 

      University of Pennsylvania

Education: Ph.D. Geography, University of South Carolina, August 2004

       Advisor: Dr. Susan L. Cutter

       Dissertation: Place Vulnerability to Tornadoes in the United States: A Multi-  

       Scale Assessment                        
       M.S. Meteorology, North Carolina State University, August 2000

       Advisor: Dr. Steven E. Koch

       Thesis: The Role of Dual Cold Fronts Aloft in the Generation of a Major   

       Tornado Outbreak

       National Student Exchange Program, Florida State University, 1996-1997                

       B.S. Geophysics, University of South Carolina, May 1998 

       (with Honors from SC Honors College)

       Senior Thesis: A Study of the Effects of El Niño Southern Oscillation on the    

       Southern  Appalachian Region

Summary:  Dr. Jamie Mitchem successfully created a new concentration in Geographic Information Sciences (GIS) and Emergency Management under the existing Bachelor of Arts major in Geography in the Department of Earth Sciences in his first year of employment.  This program will prepare undergraduate students for employment by developing GIS skills using emergency management applications.  Through his majors in geophysics, meteorology, and geography, and his research in the Hazards Research Lab at the University of South Carolina, Dr. Mitchem developed an appreciation for analyzing both the physical and social dimensions of disasters.  As co-coordinator for the new concentration in GIS and emergency management at California University of Pennsylvania, he looks forward to collaborating with regional practitioners to develop collaborative projects and advance the all-hazards approach to emergency management in southwestern  Pennsylvania. 
Reasons for Attending the EMI Conference: With the implementation of the new concentration at California University of Pennsylvania, I am eager to get advice and learn about curricular developments at other institutions.  Recruitment, retention, and employment of graduates are omnipresent concerns at a relatively small, rural university such as ours.  Finally, I look forward to meeting educators, researchers, government officials, and practitioners in this rapidly growing field and brainstorming about future trends in emergency management in our rapidly changing world.
