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Distance Learning Methodologies

On-line Masters program at a “traditional” University
Abstract:  The Institute for Biosecurity is within the School of Public Health. The Institutes original mission was the development and distribution of training materials on CD-ROM, DVD, and the Internet for training in emergency preparedness.

In 2005 the Institute developed a master’s degree program in biosecurity and disaster preparedness.  This distance-based program has been well received with an initial enrollment of 36 students.

Prior to this degree program, WebCT has been primarily in support of classroom instruction.  The development of a degree program offered completely online is a new undertaking for SLU.  SLU places a high value of campus-based experience especially for undergraduate students.  While this is usually the best experience for undergraduates, older adults require alternative ways of studying for a degree.  Since most of the students in the Institute’s program are working professionals with little time or means to relocate for study at a traditional university graduate program, distance based learning is ideal.

This presentation will focus heavily on making the adaptation to teaching online within a “traditional” university structure and how different departments can help with this transition. Specific discussion topics for will include:

· Development of Curriculum

· Managing instructors expectations

· Helping students from a distance

· Adapting on the Fly

· Choices for content delivery

· Technical Issues

· Lessons Learned
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