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Dr. McGowan is an assistant dean and professor at Alcorn State University.  Dr. McGowan has created an undergraduate course in emergency operations management and has developed a proposed online M.S. Degree in Homeland Security (concentration: Agro-Terrorism) which should begin during the spring semester 2007.  
He is a Red Cross certified volunteer and also works as a Port Commissioner (Claiborne County, MS) where the Grand Gulf Nuclear Plant is situated and has been actively involved in various MEMA/FEMA Field Training Exercises to evaluate community response to a simulated emergency at the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station in Port Gibson, Mississippi. These exercises test how well the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station and the state and local governments can protect people who live near the plant.   
During the summer of 2004, Dr. McGowan was instrumental in organizing and training four Community Emergency Response Teams (CERTs), two university CERTs comprised of university students and faculty and two local community CERTs – consisting of community residents, community leaders, and teenagers in Port Gibson, MS.  These teams were active in the wake of Hurricane Katrina in their local communities.
