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With a dual appointment as director of the Global Community Security Institute and as an academic specialist/instructor in the School of Criminal Justice at Michigan State University (MSU), I have developed and instructed an online course in Foundations of Homeland Security as part of MSU’s graduate-level Certificate of Homeland Security Studies program.  I also serve as adjunct faculty for the Academic Center for Public Health Preparedness at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.  Prior to joining MSU, I served twenty-five years with the Michigan Department of State Police, and retired in 2002 as the assistant deputy state director of emergency management and homeland security.  
In addition to taking advantage of the opportunity to network and brainstorm with colleagues from academic institutions of all types and sizes nationwide, my goal in attending this conference is to learn and share ideas pertaining to course curriculum and content, online delivery, textbooks, and program marketing relating to both academic and non-credit courses in emergency management and homeland security.  I also hope to glean some best practices or lessons learned regarding how to overcome technological, pedagogical, financial and bureaucratic challenges, along with insights on future or emerging trends or issues in the field from the perspective of academia.
