J. R. Thomas, CEM

J. R. has both a Bachelor of Education and a Master of Arts from the Ohio State University and is a Certified Emergency Manager as determined by the International Association of Emergency Managers

I have transitioned from twenty years of practical emergency management experience in a county that included the 15th largest city in the country to the academic world. Among other duties, I have been tasked with establishing Emergency Management and Homeland Security Certificates and an Associates degree program at the Columbus State Community College.

This is my fourth Higher Education Conference. I have felt for quite along time that providing an educational opportunity for those interested in emergency management was the only way to provide professional legitimacy. Too often emergency managers fell into their positions (yours truly) with no background or knowledge of what the position entailed. This conference provides a framework to promote those educational needs.

J. R. Thomas
Columbus State Community College
550 E. Spring Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
614.287.2681
jthoma10@cscc.edu
