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As a previous emergency child protective investigator for NYC Administration for Children’s Services, my dedication as a public servant has led me to continue to work for the community but in a different area, as a community preparedness coordinator. 
To gain the academic foundation needed to tackle such a new endeavor, I applied and was fortunately accepted to the Master’s of Public Administration in Emergency Management and Homeland Security program at the Metropolitan College of New York (MCNY). The intensive 18 month course load has no summer break except one week between each semester. Graduate students learn from educators, who are also practitioners in the field, about the emergency management principles and higher level examination of risk and security analysis. Students in groups are required to submit a constructive action emergency plan for an existing company or agency. Moreover, the student must individually research and submit a master’s level thesis in the area of emergency management prior to graduation. The entire program is topped off with a 10 day study abroad security and anti-terror training component in Israel with the Israel Military Industries (IMI).

MCNY is one of the twelve recognized student chapter organizations of IAEM and I participate as an elected public relations officer and editor of the MCNY emergency management newsletter. I am attending this conference as a student volunteer in the hopes of gaining academic insight about the research needs in our field. 
