Brief Biography for FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference Student Volunteer Jerry Klink


My name is Jerry Klink and I am a senior at California University of Pennsylvania.  I am enrolled in the Department of Geography as a Geographic Information Systems and Emergency Management major as well as a Travel and Tourism major.  I originally started in the Travel and Tourism program, but have currently found great interest in the fields of GIS and Emergency Management.  I believe that the professors of the concentration, Dr. Jamie Mitchem and Dr. Thomas Mueller, have truly constructed a program that teaches the foundations of earth sciences, technology, and the applications of the skills acquired.  Having our Emergency Management program combined with GIS gives all the students in the department not only the opportunity to learn what emergency management involves, but also provides a technological means of addressing the prevention of emergency situations or the handling of these situations.  From the Emergency Management side of the program we learn the science behind emergencies through classes like Natural Hazards, Disasters, and Climatology.  The GIS portion of the program provides us with skills in programs like ArcView, which has seemingly endless possibilities.  I believe that I am being educated in a field that is becoming increasingly important around the world and requires more individuals who are ready to take their education and use it to protect people in an ever more volatile environment.


When I was asked to attend the conference this year I was exited about the opportunity to see my field of study on such a professional level.  I am interested to see all the different aspects of emergency management and where I could be in the future.  Simply reading the conference agenda I noticed that there is a wide variety of areas to be focused on by the current and upcoming professionals of the field.  I hope to obtain a great deal from this conference such as, knowledge, professional networking, and maybe even internship possibilities in the field!
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