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Biography – Mariana Leckner is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Math and Science at American Public University System (APUS), and has been teaching there since 2003. She teaches courses in environmental science, geography, emergency management and related fields. She also maintains a consulting firm for emergency management where she is currently working on Federal, State and local projects concerning evacuation planning, transportation planning and special needs populations. She serves on the Executive Board of the National Hydrologic Warning Council and is a Co-Chair for the National Hurricane Conference’s Tropical Islands/ Latin America Committee. Mrs. Leckner’s professional experience also includes six years as the New Jersey Hurricane Program Manager in the NJ Office of Emergency Management and three years as the Training Coordinator for the Red Cross in New Jersey.  She has served in numerous disasters and emergency events to include the events of 9/11, natural events and technological events. She has recently received commendations for her work from the National Hurricane Center, the New Jersey National Guard and the County Emergency Management Coordinator’s Association (NJ). She provides training for a variety of emergency management topics at professional levels, to include FEMA courses and training at professional conferences. Mrs. Leckner received her undergraduate and Master’s degrees from the University of Virginia and she is completing a Ph.D. at Rutgers University, where she is a Part-Time Lecturer. She resides in Southampton, PA. This will be her first year participating in the FEMA Higher Education Conference.
American Public University System (www.apus.edu) is a fully accredited, privately-owned 100% online university with two divisions: American Military University (AMU) and American Public University (APU). APUS is proud to serve military (over 80% of our total enrolment) and civilian first responders (nearly 10%) with associates, bachelors, and masters degrees.  Currently, APUS has more than 21,000 students enrolled with more than 11,000 enrolled in the School of Public Safety, National and Homeland Security. Homeland security ranks 4th in enrollment among APUS’ bachelor programs and 2nd among its masters programs. EDM, CJ, and fire rank a bit lower in popularity.  Approximately three-fifths of APUS students are in undergraduate majors and two-fifths are in masters programs. In 2007 APUS will graduate more than 1100 students, of whom more than 500 will be in these fields. APUS has a full-time faculty of over 100 and an adjunct faculty of more than 400. Most instructors at APUS bring outstanding academic qualifications and either current or past direct experience working as practitioners in these fields. APUS students have launched a student IAEM chapter with 120+ members. It is APUS’ first student organization and evinces the increasing importance of online degree programs. Viewing the chapter as an important academic function, APUS values it as a further extension of efforts to mobilize and share student experiences as a key instructional tool.
Goals for Attending Higher Education Conference – Goals include learning practical applications for course design and activities and to share current practices with others. As the first year of attendance I anticipate learning a great deal from other attendees.
