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John Lindsay is currently an Assistant Professor and Chair in the Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies department at Brandon University where he combines research with his 17 years of experience in emergency management. John worked in New Zealand for six years, first as a hazard analyst in Wellington and then managing the Auckland City Council emergency management program. He returned to Canada, joining Manitoba Health as a disaster management specialist from 1999 to 2005. He has taught at Brandon University since 2001 and has also served as an instructor at the University of Manitoba’s Natural Resources Institute. John received the degree of Master of City Planning from the University of Manitoba in 1993 with a research focus on urban planning and emergency management. John contributes to the disaster management profession through research and at numerous conferences as both an organizer and speaker. He is a member of the CSA Technical Committee on Emergency Management, the NSERC Safety and Security panel and an occasional contributor to the Center for Excellence in Emergency Preparedness.

Established in 2001, Brandon University’s Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies (ADES) 4-year B.A. and B.Sc. degree program introduces students from across Canada to a broad range of hazards with an emphasis on how communities and the environment interact in disasters. The ADES program has core and electives courses delivered by the ADES faculty to ensure a curriculum that balances theory and practice as well as social and physical science perspectives. More information about the ADES program and Brandon University’s general admission, residency and degree requirements can be found at www.brandonu.ca
John Lindsay feels very strongly that the creation of a true emergency management profession depends upon how the connections between research, education and practice develop over the next decade. The FEMA Higher Education Workshop and a similar event held annually in Canada are important venues for these connections to form.

