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Purpose of participating this Confenrence 

I am a doctoral candidate in the disaster mangment field in University of Pittsburgh and my research topic is the effectiveness of disaster mangement system in response to huricane Katrina and Rita. Especially, I am taking holistic viewpoint and try to get both descriptive and prescriptive perspective by comparing two hurricanes which hit the souther part of US with very close time span. 

The research methodology is mainly content analysis and network analysis with the simulation. In preparation to my dissertation, I would like to meet lots of people who are committed to this filed, share their expreences and filed knowldege, and get some advices from senior researchers in this filed. 
Emergency Management Program at GSPIA, University of Pittsburgh
Several emergency management programs is being provided to doctoral and master students at GSPIA, and most of them are taught by Dr. Comfort for several decades. As an emergency and disaster management research, we have a IISIS (Interactive, Intelligent, spatial information systems) Lab, and lots of governance and collaboration topics has been studied. For the security issues, we have a Ridgway Center and Ford Institute. Both institutes are committed to international security and terrorism issues. 

