Dr. Ray O. Shackelford

Dr. Shackelford has been a member of the fire service for over forty years and an educator for a quarter of a century. He began his public service career as a firefighter with the Sierra Madre Volunteer Fire Department in 1960 and served with the San Marino Fire Department prior to joining the Los Angeles County Fire Department in July 1964, where he served for 29 years, promoting to the rank of Deputy Fire Chief.  He served as inaugural Fire Chief of the newly formed Chino Valley Independent Fire District from 1990 through 1995.

A visionary, Dr. Shackelford has been instrumental in the shape of the fire service, as a senior fire official, author, lecturer, and as a Professor and Director of the Fire Protection Administration Program at California State University, Los Angeles since 1982. he recently published two new textbooks one text  is used for teaching the chemistry and physics for fire students, the second described the needed precautions when handling hazardous materials incidents. He currently is developing a text for fire officers and working with the National Fire Academy to develop a course for the New National Incident management system (NIMS).
In addition to teaching and mentoring thousands of firefighters and fire administrators, Dr. Shackelford has led and participated on numerous committees and projects that are seen in current academic thought, and in fire department emergency and administrative management practices; including: the use of strategic planning, modern budgeting and personnel management practices, numerous public education and fire prevention programs, and most notable, in the development of FIRESCOPE and the Incident Command System.

Dr. Shackelford has served in numerous other positions, a sample of which include: as a Board Member for the Los Angeles County Firefighter’s IAFF Local #1014, as President of the Los Angeles County and the San Bernardino County Fire Chiefs Associations, on the California Fire Chiefs Association Board of Directors, and is currently serving as the FEMA Region IV Representative for the Fire and Emergency Services Higher Education Conference, on the National Fire Protection Association - Educational Committee, on numerous college/university advisory committees, other professional organizations and is a leader in curriculum development.

Dr. Shackelford has an earned Associate of Science Degree in Electronics, an Associate of Science Degree in Fire Technology, a Bachelor of Science Degree in Public Administration, and a Master of Science Degree in Public Administration, in the 1970s, and earned a Doctorate Degree in Public Administration in 2002 at the University of La Verne.  His dissertation studied 50 different fire departments across the United States, analyzing, comparing, and contrasting the impact of the fire accreditation process.

His background and knowledge find him in great demand by governmental agencies and non-profit organizations throughout the United States and as a consultant to governments around the world.  He has visited Japan, China and Taiwan several times and has provided valuable assistance in emergency preparedness and fire service operations.

