Biographical Sketch:  
Gavin Smith is a Principal Professional within the Risk and Emergency Management Division at PBS&J.  Dr. Smith recently completed work in the Mississippi Office of the Governor, serving as the Director of the Office of Recovery and Renewal.  In this role, he and his staff focused on four primary tasks: the identification of federal, corporate, non-profit and foundation financial assistance; the provision of education, outreach and training to local governments and state agencies; providing policy counsel to the Governor, his staff and state agency officials regarding disaster recovery policy issues, and the implementation of the Governor’s Commission Report:  After Katrina:  Building Back Better than Ever.  
Dr. Smith is also an Adjunct Assistant Professor and Guest Lecturer in the Department of City and Regional Planning at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  In this position, he teaches courses in Disaster Recovery, Hazard Mitigation and Special Topics.  He has recently completed a book chapter titled Sustainable Disaster Recovery: Operationalizing an Existing Agenda in the textbook Handbook of Disaster Research (Springer 2006).  He is currently working on a textbook, titled A Review of the Disaster Assistance Framework: Planning for a Sustainable Recovery (Public Entity Risk Institute).  Dr. Smith has completed a college course manual for FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute titled: Holistic Disaster Recovery: Creating a More Sustainable Future. 
Prior to his employment with PBS&J, he was the Vice President of Professional Services at Durham Technologies, Inc.  In this capacity Dr. Smith assisted states and local governments with hazard mitigation and recovery planning, hazard identification, risk assessment, natural hazards loss estimation methodologies, gathering and analyzing data to aid in decision making and policy formulation, grants management technical assistance, and training.
Dr. Smith was employed with the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management from 1996 to 2002.  Dr. Smith held positions including National Flood Insurance Program planner, Mitigation Grants Management Coordinator and State Hazard Mitigation Officer.  During the last three years at the Division, Dr. Smith served as the Assistant Director for Hazard Mitigation.  In this capacity, Dr. Smith was responsible for the management of five branches: Grants Management, Risk Assessment and Training, Hazard Mitigation Planning, Floodplain Management, and the Real Estate/Legal Team.  Specific programs within the following branches include the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, Flood Mitigation Assistance Program, North Carolina Hazard Mitigation Planning Initiative, National Flood Insurance Program, North Carolina Floodplain Mapping Initiative, and the Earthquake Program.  During his tenure with the Division, the Mitigation Section administered mitigation and disaster recovery grant funds in excess of 800 million dollars associated with 10 Presidential disaster declarations. 
Prior to working at the Division of Emergency Management, Gavin was a Research Associate at the Hazard Reduction and Recovery Center at Texas A&M University.  Work centered on several research projects including a nationwide review of search and rescue activities, and a national analysis of the level of coordination between local emergency managers and land-use planners.  During his four years at the Hazard Reduction and Recovery Center, Dr. Smith completed his Ph.D. in Urban and Regional Planning, specializing in environmental planning and policy, environmental dispute resolution and hazard mitigation.  Gavin also received B.S. and M.S. degrees in Sociology from Texas A&M University.  Areas of emphasis included urban sociology, the politics of urban development and demography. 

