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Biography - Jim Smith has been professor of environmental, emergency, and disaster management at American Public University System (APUS) since 2000. He teaches natural disaster management and emergency management and public law. His specialties are natural disasters, environmental aspects of emergency management, public budgeting for disasters, and online course development. He now heads a research team looking at the airports across the world for how their roles in future disasters can be optimized through preparedness and coordination. His PhD is in environmental design and planning from Virginia Tech (1995); he is also a P.E. and a retired captain in the Naval Reserves. He lives in Floyd County, Virginia. 2007 will be his second year participating in the FEMA Higher Education Conference.
American Public University System (www.apus.edu) is a fully accredited, privately-owned 100% online university with two divisions: American Military University (AMU) and American Public University (APU). APUS is proud to serve military (over 80% of our total enrolment) and civilian first responders (nearly 10%) with associates, bachelors, and masters degrees.  Currently, APUS has more than 21,000 students enrolled with more than 11,000 enrolled in the School of Public Safety, National and Homeland Security. Homeland security ranks 4th in enrollment among APUS’ bachelor programs and 2nd among its masters programs. EDM, CJ, and fire rank a bit lower in popularity.  Approximately three-fifths of APUS students are in undergraduate majors and two-fifths are in masters programs. In 2007 APUS will graduate more than 1100 students, of whom more than 500 will be in these fields. APUS has a full-time faculty of over 100 and an adjunct faculty of more than 400. Most instructors at APUS bring outstanding academic qualifications and either current or past direct experience working as practitioners in these fields. APUS students have launched a student IAEM chapter with 120+ members. It is APUS’ first student organization and evinces the increasing importance of online degree programs. Viewing the chapter as an important academic function, APUS values it as a further extension of efforts to mobilize and share student experiences as a key instructional tool.
Goals for Attending Higher Education Conference - Last year the workshops, formal presentations, informal discussions, and post-conference contacts helped me greatly in my courses and curricular development efforts. I was also able to share them with colleagues, as did the two other APUS participants. I hope for the same this year, and I particularly want to explore ideas for doctoral curricula (both PhD and applied doctorates) in our fields.
