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Mr. Alex Cole-Corde is a Ph.D. Student and a Graduate Assistant in the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University (NDSU). In addition, he serves as a business continuity planner for an international contract research organization, assists the NDSU Continuity of Operations (COOP) team, and operates a small COOP consulting firm, 24 Continuum.
Mr. Cole-Corde has worked in various capacities as an environmental consultant in southwest Florida since 2003, specializing in both exotic species identification and eradication, and endangered species relocation and habitat restoration. His master’s thesis investigated methods to obtain genetic information from the endangered Florida panther (Puma concolor coryi) through noninvasive hair collection in the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge. He has also worked as a guide/naturalist/outfitter in the Florida Everglades for multiple seasons.

Mr. Cole-Corde holds a B.S. in psychology and will soon defend his thesis for his M.S. in environmental science.
At this year’s Conference, Mr. Cole-Corde will speak on the subject of social distancing in community pandemic influenza planning and its potential effect on vulnerable populations.

Mr. Cole-Corde is particularly interested in the areas of preparedness, mitigation planning, and COOP. His focus areas are: pandemic influenza planning; vulnerable populations; public/private sector partnerships; domestic/international disaster risk reduction educational programs; COOP related to universities, vacation resorts, theme parks, and zoos (animal theme parks); natural hazard mitigation planning; and disturbance ecology and its effects on endangered species.
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