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Dr. Nick DiGrino is Associate Dean for Administration within Western Illinois University’s (WIU) College of Education and Human Services. Along with other assigned duties, he has oversight responsibilities for budget and personnel along with contract/collective bargaining issues. He holds tenure and the rank of Professor in WIU’s Department of Recreation, Park and Tourism Administration (RPTA) where he served for 18 years as chairperson. The RPTA Department is comprised of 300 undergraduate students at 2 campuses (Macomb and Moline), and approximately 30 full-time graduate students at the Macomb Campus. The Department also administers a 92-acre field campus with lodge, group cabins, and state-of-the-art high ropes course/climbing tower. The RPTA Department employs 15 full-time faculty and staff members.
Prior to becoming chair of WIU’s RPTA Department, Dr. DiGrino served for 2 years as coordinator of the Leisure Services curriculum in the Department of Health, Physical Education, and Leisure Services at Iowa State University. He was a member of WIU’s Department of Recreation and Park Administration faculty for 8 years before joining the department at Iowa State. Dr. DiGrino also spent time as the director of Parks and Recreation for the city of Eastlake, Ohio.

Dr. DiGrino serves on the Illinois Association of Park Districts Research Advisory Council. He has served as a member of the Society of Park and Recreation Educators Board of Directors; Illinois Park and Recreation Association Board of Directors; Iowa Park and Recreation Association Board of Directors; and the Illinois Community Education Association Board of Directors. Dr. DiGrino has chaired or served on several National Recreation and Parks Association–Association for Leisure and Recreation Council on Accreditation visitation teams. He has written and presented extensively on the topic of local government park and recreations needs assessment, and has provided technical assistance to several dozen local government agencies throughout Illinois. Along with presenting his research at State, national, and international conferences and symposia, Dr. DiGrino has authored or co-authored numerous publications central to the recreation and leisure services field in research journals, books, and professional magazines.
Dr. DiGrino is a member of Phi Epsilon Kappa, and he is a faculty initiate in Rho Phi Lambda as well as Phi Kappa Phi. He has received the Illinois Park and Recreation Association Literary Award and the Iowa Park and Recreation Association Gazaway and Associates Research Award. Dr. DiGrino is a recipient of Indiana University’s Garrett G. Eppley Distinguished Alumni Award. He is a Fellow of the American Academy for Park and Recreation Administration.

Dr. DiGrino holds a Ph.D. in resources development from Texas A&M University; an M.S. from Indiana University; and a B.S. from Kent State University.
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