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Dr. Claudia L. Gordon is a Senior Policy Advisor with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties. In this role, she provides legal and policy advice on the full breadth of civil rights and civil liberties issues the Department faces, including, but not limited to, the application of Federal laws relating to the rights of people with disabilities to DHS policies.

In 2006, Dr. Gordon received the Secretary’s Gold Medal Award from DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff, an honor highlighting her leadership efforts on behalf of people with disabilities after 2005’s Hurricane Katrina. Ms. Gordon received the prestigious Skadden Fellowship to work as a staff attorney with the National Association of the Deaf Law Center. While there, she provided legal advocacy to individuals experiencing discrimination on basis of deafness through direct legal representation in civil cases, technical assistance, training, and outreach. She has also worked as a consulting attorney with the National Council on Disability. She is active in a number of disability-oriented organizations, boards, and advisory groups, and frequently presents on disability policy issues.

Dr. Gordon holds a B.A. in political science from Howard University and a juris doctorate from American University’s College of Law.
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