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Mr. Eric Hodges enrolled in the American Public University’s (APU) Emergency and Disaster Management master’s degree program in September 2005. The first day of his first class commenced while he was deployed with the Illinois Incident Management Team in Gulfport, Mississippi, in response to Hurricane Katrina. He chose APU because its programs are focused on the public safety and military industries and courses are taught by colleagues practicing in these fields.
Mr. Hodges has been involved in the field of emergency management since 1996. He began his volunteer career with the McLean County Emergency Management Agency as an Operations officer. In 2000, he assumed a leadership role within the agency by becoming Chief of Operations. In this position, he coordinated the all-volunteer Response Branch of the agency. The agency’s capabilities include incident management; search and rescue; storm spotting; damage assessment; winter weather operations; power and lighting; and mass casualty incident response.

Mr. Hodges’ experience at APU has been rewarding. He has enjoyed small class size (under 20 students), self-paced instruction, and has been exposed to fellow students who come from similar backgrounds and have similar interests. The professors have encouraged his development and one, Dr. Thomas Phelan, recommended him for this Conference. Mr. Hodges has an avid love of teaching and he hopes to gain an appreciation for the depth of programs throughout the Nation and how he may be able to contribute to one of those programs after he completes his degree work.

By profession, Mr. Hodges is a director of Information Technology (IT) at a 20,000-student public university. He leads a staff in supporting infrastructure and operations services for the university’s administrative units. His emergency management background has aided him in his professional career, especially in planning and managing IT incidents, disaster recovery, project management, and coordinating large working groups. Mr. Hodges loves his IT career and will miss it when he transitions to an emergency management profession.

Mr. Hodges is an EMT-Basic with a rural fire department and with his university. At the university, he coordinates special events EMS operations, which involves providing EMT-B level care to visitors of sporting events, concerts, outdoor events, and commencement. Mr. Hodges is also a member of the State of Illinois’ new Type 3 Incident Management Team (IL-IMT). IL-IMT fills incident command positions at incidents of regional and national significance. He is currently training for the position of Finance/Admin Section Chief.
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