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Dr. Cortez Lawrence was appointed Superintendent of the Center for Domestic Preparedness in October 2007. During the 3 preceding months, he served as the interim director, and from October 2006, was the Superintendent of the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland.
Since 2001, Dr. Lawrence served as Director of the National Fire Programs (NFP) Division at the U.S. Fire Administration within the Department of Homeland Security Preparedness Directorate where he provided leadership for a multi-billion-dollar program and a staff of career employees and contractors. On his second day on the job, September 11, 2001, he directed the NFP staff to deploy in its crisis mission in response to the terrorist attacks. Immediately after Hurricane Katrina landfall in 2005, Dr. Lawrence served on special details as Emergency Services Branch Chief and in the Principal Federal Official’s support cell at the Federal Emergency Management Agency Joint Field Office and Area Field Office in Baton Rouge and New Orleans, Louisiana.

Earlier in his career, Dr. Lawrence was Deputy Director of the Public Safety Department for the city of Auburn, Alabama, and worked as a fire marshal for the U.S. Department of State in Washington, DC, and at assignments worldwide. He has taught at the National Fire Academy, the City Colleges of Chicago, and Auburn University.

Dr. Lawrence has a Ph.D. in public policy and administration from Auburn University and is a graduate of the Harvard University Kennedy School of Government’s Fellows Program for State and Local Government Executives.
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