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Topeka, Kansas
Mr. Michael D. Selves is the Principal of MDS-EM Consulting and Advocacy. From 1995 to 2007, he served as the Director of Emergency Management and Homeland Security for Johnson County, Kansas, the largest county in the State with a population in excess of 500,000.
From 1988 to 1995, Mr. Selves was the Emergency Operations Coordinator–Local Programs for the Kansas Division of Emergency Management in Topeka. His duties there involved establishing standards and developing strategies to improve the levels of emergency preparedness in all 105 Kansas counties.

Mr. Selves served 20 years in the U.S. Air Force as a communications and war plans officer. He retired in 1987 after numerous assignments in both the United States and Europe. His last Air Force assignment was as Director, Combat Communications Support, at Headquarters Strategic Air Command.
In early 2004, Mr. Selves was appointed by Department of Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge to a 20-person Task Force on State and Local Homeland Security Funding. The Task Force, comprised of governors, mayors, and county officials produced, in June 2004, a consensus report of findings and recommendations which have had a major impact on the efficiency and effectiveness of the Homeland Security funding process.

Mr. Selves has served as an adjunct university faculty member, teaching both graduate and undergraduate courses for the University of Maryland, Embry-Riddle University, and the University of Kansas, and he is currently a course developer and instructor in Park University’s Master’s Program in Disaster Emergency Management.

Mr. Selves is the immediate Past President of the International Emergency Managers Association (IAEM), and he served as chair of the Government Affairs Committee from 2001 to 2005 and as President-elect and President from 2005–2007. He served as Kansas Emergency Management Association (KEMA) Secretary for 4 years and is currently the Government Affairs Chair/Advisor. Mr. Selves was a founding member of the Kansas City Metropolitan Emergency Managers Committee, and he was active in the National Association of Counties (NACo), where he served 2 years as a member of the Board of Directors. Mr. Selves was a charter member of NACo’s Homeland Security Task Force, and chaired NACo’s Emergency Management Subcommittee.
A graduate of Emporia State University, Mr. Selves earned his B.S.Ed. in 1967. He received his M.S. in management from the University of Arkansas in 1974 and completed all course work toward a doctorate in higher education/business at Denver University. Mr. Selves is also a graduate of numerous high-level military courses and has completed his Professional Development certification from the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland. He is a Certified Emergency Manager at the national level through the IAEM and in Kansas through KEMA. Mr. Selves is a Certified Public Manager and a member of both the Kansas Society and the American Academy of Certified Public Managers. He is a graduate of the Management Excellence Program at the University of Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service in Charlottesville, Virginia.
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