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Mr. Timothy D. Etson currently works as an Emergency Management Program Specialist for Region IV of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in Atlanta, Georgia. He joined the Disaster Assistance Division of FEMA in 2008 as a CORE employee. His duties include working in the Public Assistance Branch and at Joint Field Offices. In this role, he supported numerous disasters with his most recent deployments being to Florida to work as a debris specialist during Tropical Storm Fay (DR-1785-FL) and to work as a debris specialist and acting Infrastructure Branch chief during the Kentucky ice storms (DR-1818-KY). Mr. Etson has also served as an alternate coordinator on two Fire Management Assistance Grant Program requests: the Brevard Fire Complex in Florida and the Evans Road Fire in North Carolina.
Prior to joining FEMA, Mr. Etson worked with the Georgia Emergency Management Agency as a grants administrator, where he monitored compliance with grant policies and procedures. He also has teaching experience as an adjunct professor with Herzing College in Atlanta, Georgia, and as a teaching assistance at Clark Atlanta University.

Mr. Etson has a most varied background in public administration for the State of Georgia that includes more than 10 years of service with the Dekalb County Department of Family and Children Services, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, and the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget. He holds the State of Georgia certification in emergency management, and he is a former intern with the city of Chicago Office of Budget and Management.

Mr. Etson graduated from South Carolina State University in Orangeburg, South Carolina, with a bachelor’s degree in economics and a minor in mathematics. He holds a master’s degree in public administration with a concentration in urban studies from Clark Atlanta University. He is currently a doctoral student at Clark Atlanta University, where he is a Ph.D. candidate in political science with a concentration in public administration. He plans to graduate during the spring of 2010.

Mr. Etson is attending the 2009 FEMA Higher Education Conference as a result of being interested in turning his emergency management practitioner’s experience to the classroom and one day becoming a director or coordinator of a Center of Homeland Security at a small liberal arts college or community college. As both an emergency management practitioner and student, Mr. Etson believes in the overall value of the Higher Education Conference for the long run in training academicians and practitioners in emergency management.
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