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Mr. Kenneth W. Hunter is a Senior Fellow of the University of Maryland’s Institute for Global Chinese Affairs and Joint Institute for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition. The University of Maryland provides specialized professional development programs for the Chinese government at the ministerial and provincial levels. More than 2,000 Chinese officials have participated in these programs in the past decade. Over the years, the needs of the Chinese government have changed from general public management and economic development to today’s focus on specific government functions and current best practices and technologies. U.S. practices in emergency management have been part of the general public management program for years; Maryland State and its counties have been used as cases. Today we are focusing on selected functions including coalmine safety and emergency management; urban water systems management, including emergency management; food safety systems; and information systems security, including emergency management. In each of these programs, we work with Federal, Maryland, and local government agencies as well as industry to provide expertise in the classroom and onsite. These programs are all sponsored and paid for by the Chinese government.
After retiring from the Government Accountability Office and joining the University of Maryland, Mr. Hunter and the University were asked to establish a professional training base for the Chinese government. Mr. Hunter helped establish the training programs about 10 years ago and continues to design new programs as well as conduct some of the instruction and field visits.

Mr. Hunter’s interest in the EMI Conference and other activities is to stay connected with the emergency management profession and advancement in practices, especially the extensive work being done on emergency management education.
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