ROGER R. LATHROP
Master’s Candidate, Emergency/Disaster Preparedness Management
Elmira College

Elmira, New York

rlathrop07ec@elmira.edu
Mr. Roger R. Lathrop is a Master’s Candidate in Emergency/Disaster Preparedness Management (EM/DP) at Elmira College in Elmira, New York. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Higher Education Conference has intrigued him since his professor, Dr. Tom Phelan, mentioned his experiences there last year. Dr. Phelan spoke with his class regarding the need for the discipline of EM/DP management to begin an “academic trail” that requires the professionals, educators, and students within the discipline to think, write, and review others’ writings on the topics within the discipline. This, he proposed, would validate the endeavors to other academic disciplines that have similar requirements (science, medicine, etc.) and push the activities to a higher level and improve the overall profession of EM/DP by creating a data bank of peer-reviewed journals for research and to push ideas to become more than theory.
The FEMA Higher Education Conference is the best place to see this academic process in action while gaining access to the latest trends in the field and future research that could influence Mr. Lathrop’s practice in the field after graduation. He is particularly interested in disaster medicine, Disaster Mortuary Assistance Team, Metropolitan Medical Response System, and public policy relating to the integration of these Federal programs into the private sector during times of declared disaster and exercises prior to those needs. Mr. Lathrop is also considering future graduate work, after his master’s degree is complete, and he would like to explore what other areas of study would be most appropriate to add to his educational journey. Finally, he would like to meet many of the authors he has read, including Claire B. Rubin and others, to see firsthand what they see the future to be for EM/DP management and how he may be able to be part of that future in the most productive and meaningful way.
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