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Ms. Gina L.B. Minks is the Imaging and Preservation Service Manager at Amigos Library Services, Inc., a membership based not-for-profit located in Dallas, Texas, that serves the needs of cultural heritage in the southwestern United States. The Imaging and Preservation Service (IPS) at Amigos is funded through the generosity of the National Endowment for the Humanities and has been providing training and consulting services in preservation, imaging, and digitization, and emergency preparedness since 1991. In addition to the more than 750 Amigos member institutions, IPS has worked with cultural emergency preparedness initiatives in New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas and services as the lead agency in the State of Texas Alliance for Response Task Force. Amigos IPS is also a member of the Regional Alliance for Preservation (RAP) and works with other RAP members to promote preservation and conservation of cultural collections.
Currently, IPS is working with the Texas Historical Commission and the Texas Association of Museums to provide emergency preparedness training throughout Texas in preparation for the 2009 hurricane season. Other training in disaster plan writing, hands-on salvage of items, and emergency preparedness is provided throughout the year around the southwest as well as online. A supporter of Heritage Preservation and a member of the Heritage Preservation Emergency Task Force, Amigos IPS distributes the Emergency Response and Salvage Wheel and the award-winning Field Guide to Emergency Response to many of its classes.

In 2007, Ms. Minks was one of only 63 professionals chosen to be trained as part of the American Institute of Conservation Cultural Emergency Response Taskforce. In October 2009, she was deployed to Galveston, Texas, after Hurricane Ike to help various institutions assess their damaged collections. She and the rest of the IPS staff have provided phone and logistical support for cultural institutions during Hurricanes Ike, Katrina, and Rita as well as the recent wildfires in central Oklahoma and tornadoes in Arkansas.
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