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Mr. Ameya Pawar holds a B.A. in religion and philosophy and an M.P.A. from the Illinois Institute of Technology. This June, he will graduate with an M.S. in threat and response management from the University of Chicago. Following graduation, Mr. Pawar will be studying Hindi in Jaipur, India, as a U.S. Department of State Critical Language Scholarship recipient. This fall, he will continue his graduate education at the University of Chicago in the School of Social Science Administration. He will begin work on a master’s with the hope of earning a doctorate in social service administration.
Mr. Pawar is currently an intern within Northwestern University’s Office of Emergency Management. Prior to that, he was the management intern with the Village of Riverside, where he worked closely with the village manager on a number of public policy-related issues.

Mr. Pawar and his fellow group members are presenting their capstone project, “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner: Social Intelligence, Poverty Data, and a Comprehensive Approach to All Hazards.” This capstone paper examines the linkages between poverty and disaster. Specifically, the project focuses on socially vulnerable populations in disaster-prone areas. The paper argues that vulnerable populations are impacted much differently during disaster; if we know they are impacted differently, it is time to move away from template designs and take measures to mitigate social vulnerability. They call for the emergency management field to emerge and coordinate new initiatives to fully understand social vulnerability and use its powerful voice to coordinate solutions or tipping points of change.

Mr. Pawar hopes to learn and share ideas related to vulnerable populations to glean some best practices in planning or lessons learned from academics and practitioners.
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