August 7, 2008 Emergency Management Higher Education Program Report
(1)  Disaster Lessons: 
Holmes, John.  “Disaster Lessons.”  Washington, Post, August 6, 2007.  Accessed at:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/08/05/AR2008080502924.html 

On Myanmar’s (previously Burma) recent cyclone experience, by the UN Undersecretary General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief.  Excerpt: 

So, what can we learn from this crisis? 

First, no nation, rich or poor, can go it alone when confronted by a natural disaster of the magnitude of a Cyclone Nargis. It would have been much better, not least for the survivors, if the government of Myanmar had recognized the value of an international presence from the start…. 

Second, we must stay focused on the goal: assisting people in crisis. From the first, the aid operation in Myanmar -- as is true everywhere we work -- had to be about helping vulnerable people in need, not about politics…. 

Third, Nargis showed us a new model of humanitarian partnership, adding the special position and capabilities of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations to those of the United Nations in working effectively with the government…. ASEAN's leadership was vital in building trust with the government and saving lives…. 

Fourth, Nargis demonstrated once again the importance of disaster risk reduction and preparedness. Simple, low-cost measures -- local evacuation plans, shelters, community early-warning systems -- have saved tens of thousands of lives in neighboring Bangladesh when it has been faced with similarly devastating cyclones. We need to help the people of Myanmar strengthen their resilience and reduce their vulnerability. Building back better, to minimize future disaster risks, is a top priority.  (Emphasis added) 

In coming years we can expect to see more, and more intense, weather-related natural disasters as the effects of climate change become more pronounced. We must be better prepared and must cooperate as neighbors and an international community in meeting this challenge. The need for effective global humanitarian partnerships has never been more apparent -- or more necessary. 

[Thanks go to Booz Allen Hamilton’s Stephen Krill and his posting of a reference to this article in the IAEM Discussion List.] 

(2)  Incident Management: 
Bilbao, Ysabel.  “Chertoff Looks to NIFC [National Interagency Fire Center] for Framework of Disaster Response.”  KTVB7 (Boise Idaho), Aug 6, 2008.  Accessed at: http://www.ktvb.com/news/localnews/stories/ktvbn-aug0508-chertoff_nifc_visit.1fa8efb0.html 

Chertoff is…here to discuss how NIFC plays a roll in the national response framework, and take a look at the comprehensive national plan for responding to disasters and emergencies…. It is Chertoff’s first visit to the agency and he hopes his visit here will spark a plan for all government agencies to work together when it comes to natural disasters, modeling their plan after firefighters and how they are able to get to fires to put them out and make a strong unit. He hopes this model will used for hurricanes and other natural disasters around the U.S. 

“Our use of the incident management system and the incident commander system across a host of emergencies at the national, federal level is modeled on the work that’s done by firefighters,” said Chertoff. 

[Thanks go to Homeland Security Watch for bringing this to our attention.] 

(3)  Iowa Flooding Losses: 
Gazette Online (Iowa). “Culver Pegs State Monetary Losses as High as $10 Billion.” 6Aug2008.  http://www.gazetteonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20080806&Category=NEWS&ArtNo=780324442&SectionCat=rss01&Template=printart 

[Note:  If approximately the case, this would put the Iowa 2008 Floods at # 36 on our unofficial list of 123 billion dollar disasters since the 1900 Galveston Hurricane ($78B – normalized to 2005$ (Pielke & Landsea, et al, 2008) – which is #4 on our listing).] 

(4)  Terrorism – Why Have We Not Been Attacked Again? 
Boyd, Dallas, Lewis A. Dunn, James Scouras and Jonathan Fox, et al.  Why Have We Not Been Attacked Again?  Competing and Complementary Hypotheses for Homeland Attack Frequency.  Science Applications International Corporation and Advanced Systems and Concepts Office of the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (ASCO Report No. 2008 007), June 2008, 208 p.  At:  http://www.heritage.org/Research/Features/NationalSecurity/upload/WeHaveNotBeenAttackedAgain.pdf 

Foreword:  

Since the events of September 11, 2001, America’s intelligence operatives, uniformed military personnel, homeland security analysts, law enforcement officers, diplomats, and countless other professionals have labored to prevent another large-scale terrorist attack on the U.S. homeland. As of this writing, they appear to have succeeded. Or have they? 

While there have been a number of terrorist plots in the more than six years that have passed since 9/11, no significant loss of life has occurred on American soil at the hands of terrorists. Though terrorist activity is on the rise in many regions of the world and militant ideologies continue to flourish, 9/11 has yet had no sequel. The efforts of America’s national security community have doubtlessly contributed to the non-occurrence of a subsequent attack on the homeland. Yet a number of less obvious explanations may also have been at work. Among them is the possibility that, in contrast to repeated warnings that the nation faces an ever-present terrorist threat, our enemies have simply not made conducting another large-scale attack on the United States their overriding priority. 

The accompanying study, conceived and funded by the Defense Threat Reduction Agency’s (DTRA) Advanced Systems and Concepts Office (ASCO) and conducted in collaboration with Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC), examines a number of competing hypotheses that seek to explain terrorist attack frequency against the U.S. homeland. In short, the study explores the question, Why have we not been attacked again? 

While numerous analyses of this question have been performed, no comprehensive effort has been made since 9/11 to enumerate and assess the validity of the various hypotheses concerning the non-occurrence of another large-scale domestic attack. The study thus fills an important gap in the scholarship surrounding this seminal event. However, the ultimate objective of the study is not to perform the empirically dubious task of proving a negative. Indeed, as former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger has observed, “it is never possible to demonstrate why something has not occurred.” 
Nevertheless, by looking back at the last six years and exploring alternative explanations for the lack of a major domestic terrorist incident, the study may improve our grasp of the relative value of U.S. counterterrorism efforts and the terrorists’ responses to the changed security milieu. Although a worthy intellectual effort for its own sake, enhancing our understanding of why we have not been attacked again could have significant implications for the way the United States fights the Global War on Terror. The analysis therefore constitutes more than an academic exercise. 
Complementing the research and analysis, the project included a two-day conference that brought together some of the nation’s leading thinkers on terrorism issues. Charged not only with singling out the most compelling of the hypotheses, but also with identifying logical policy implications, the participants offered invaluable insights into this critical question. The authors hope that the results of this report and the accompanying conference will contribute to the continuing effort to protect the U.S. homeland from terrorist attack. 

(5)  University of Iowa Arts Campus Closed for Year Due to Flooding: 
Fornell, Ben. “U of I Arts Campus Closed for Year.” DesMoines Register.com, Aug 7, 2008.  At:  http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080807/NEWS/808070392/0/GALLERIES&theme=FLOODING 
[Read while keeping mitigation, reduction, prevention, and preparedness in mind – could happen at your school – to you – and yours.] 

[Thanks go to Brendon McCluskey (UMDNJ.Edu) for his post to the Disaster Resistant Universities list serve.] 

  
(6)  University of West Florida School of Allied Health and Life Sciences Certificates: 
Received a request today to post the following in the EM Hi-Ed Report – our pleasure. 

The University of West Florida School of Allied Health and Life Sciences is offering a series of online Certificates at the graduate and undergraduate levels. 

These certificates include: 

Graduate Certificate in Public Health, Emergency Management 
BSC 5856        Bioterrorism    
PHC 5990        Public Health Preparedness      
HSC 6528        Strategies for Prevention of Infectious Diseases        

Graduate Certificate in Public Health, Environmental Health 
PHC 6251        Disease Surveillance and Monitoring     
PHC 6005        Disease Transmission in the Urban Environment   
PHC 6310        Environmental Toxicology        
PHC 5xxx        Occupational Safety in the Health Care Environment      

Graduate Certificate in Public Health, Infection Control 
PHC 6251        Disease Surveillance and Monitoring     
HSC 6528        Strategies for Prevention of Infectious Diseases        
BSC 5856        Bioterrorism    
MCB 5273        Epidemiology of Infectious Disease      

Undergraduate/Graduate Certificate in Public Health, Occupational Safety and Health 
PHC 5355        Fundamentals of Occupational Safety and Health  
PHC 5xxx        Fundamentals of Industrial Hygiene      
PHC 5xxx        Occupational Safety in the Health Care Environment      

Undergraduate Certificate in Public Health, Readiness and Response 
BSC 4854        Bioterrorism    
PHC 4138        Medical Disaster Management     
PHC 4992        Public Health   

For more information on these and other Public Health programs at the University of West Florida visit http://www.uwf.edu/sahls/certificate-ph/ 

(7)  Water Sector Safety and Security – CRS Report: 
Congressional Research Service (Claudia Copeland).  Terrorism and Security Issues Facing the Water Infrastructure Sector.  Washington, DC:  CRS, July 28, 2008 Update, 21 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/terror/RL32189.pdf 

“Across the country, water infrastructure systems extend over vast areas, and ownership and operation responsibility are both public and private, but are overwhelmingly non-federal. Since the attacks, federal dam operators and local water and wastewater utilities have been under heightened security conditions and are evaluating security plans and measures. There are no federal standards or agreed upon industry practices within the water infrastructure sector to govern readiness, response to security incidents, and recovery. Efforts to develop protocols and tools are ongoing since the 2001 terrorist attacks. This report presents an overview of this large and diverse sector, describes security-related actions by the government and private sector since September 11, and discusses additional policy issues and responses, including congressional interest.”  (From Summary) 

(8)  Email Backlog:  638 in am; 607 in pm. 

(9)  EM Hi-Ed Report Distribution:  10,220 

The End 
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EMI, the nation’s pre-eminent emergency management training organization, offers training at no charge to emergency managers and allied professions through its resident classes in Emmitsburg, MD, its online courses http://training.fema.gov/IS/ and through development of hands-off training courses.  To access upcoming resident courses with vacancies http://training.fema.gov/EMICCourses/.  
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