February 28, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ADVICE FOR COLLEGIATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS:

Austin American Statesman (Editorial).  "Prince and Tumlin:  Our Nation Needs More Than a Few Good Leaders."  February 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.statesman.com/search/content/editorial/stories/02/28prince_edit.html 
(2)  CATASTROPHE READINESS AND RESPONSE COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

Based on supporting FEMA Program Office review comments, made modifications to the Statement of Work for a contract to develop an upper division/graduate level college course over the next two years on Catastrophe Readiness and Response.  Forwarded procurement package to the Superintendent's Office for action and to forward on the supporting FEMA Program Office for sign-off.

(3)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS:

Smith, Craig.  "In France, A Meal of Intolerance."  New York Times, February 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/02/27/news/journal.php
(4)  DISASTERS AS A GROWTH BUSINESS:

Leefeldt, Ed.  "US Storm Damage Predictors See Bigger Risks Ahead."

Reuters, February 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://today.reuters.com/investing/financeArticle.aspx?type=bondsNews&storyID=URI:urn:newsml:reuters.com:20060228:MTFH34311_2006-02-28_13-13-26_N28382:1 
Puzzanghera, Jim.  "Funding Sought For Levee Repairs - Homeland Security Secretary Agrees To Visit California."  San Jose Mercury News (CA), February 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/local/13980021.htm
(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONF., JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Made several modifications to the draft agenda and forwarded today's version of the draft agenda to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website -- EM HiEd Conference Box at the top of the homepage -- to replace the February 24th version.  

Among Most notable changes, I think, is that we heard from Bruce Baughman's Office (Director, Alabama Emergency Management and current NEMA President), noting that he could not participate.  After consulting with NEMA staff, extended an invitation to the in-coming NEMA President, Albert Ashwood, Director of Oklahoma Emergency Management -- this is in relation to participation in the Plenary Panel "Perspectives on

Catastrophe Readiness and Response -- State Emergency Management."   

Also learned from Eric Holdeman, King Country WA Director of Emergency Management that he can not attend and participate in the Plenary Panel "Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response -- Local Emergency Management."  After consulting with IAEM leadership, extended an invitation to the previous IAEM President, Dewayne West, Director of the Johnston County (NC) Office of Emergency Services.  Awaiting word on both invitations.

(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Strohm, Chris.  "GAO Finds Gaps in Chemical Plant Security."  Government Executive Magazine, February 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33471&dcn=e_gvet
(7)  KATRINA:

CBS News Poll.  "Hurricane Katrina:  Six Months Later."  February 22-26, 2006, 11 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.cbsnews.com/htdocs/pdf/poll_katrina_022706.pdf  [Excerpt:"51% express little or no confidence now in the government's ability to handle natural disasters."

Williams, Brian.  "Michael Brown:  I Was 'Left on the Battlefield'." NBC Nightly News, February 27, 2006.  Accessed at: http://msnbc.msn.com/id/11595834/
(8)  WAR ON TERROR:

Prager, Dennis.  "'Blame the Victim' Acceptable When Perpetuated by Islamists."  Jewish World Review, February 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/0206/prager022806.php3
Wood, Sara.  "Terrorism Biggest Threat to National Security, Officials Say."  Defense LINK News, February 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Feb2006/20060228_4340.html
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