January 16, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  California University of Pennsylvania, GIS and Emergency Management Program: 
From the November 2007 edition of “HAZUS Hot Zone: 

“In March 2006, the 3RiversHUG became the first HAZUS User Group (HUG) to form a student chapter, which has proven to be a win-win situation for all participants. Students gained practical real-world experience, which compliments their classroom work. Meanwhile, the county government participants received improved disaster studies. The 3RiversHUG is comprised of 12 counties in western Pennsylvania. 3RiversHUG student members have worked in several of these counties.  Today the Allegheny County Emergency Services Office has a 3RiversHUG student member working to adjust their current disaster vulnerability model to include increases in population due to tourism. The current vulnerability model is based on census data which cannot account for tourism activities, such as Pittsburgh Steelers games. The student is now researching peak times and locations of business and occupancy that will become a data layer in the GIS system. The Allegheny County Emergency Services Office will then have the ability to see an increase in need for personnel and resources during peak tourist times. This information will assist with disaster planning as well as disaster response. Another 3RiversHUG student member is working on the Emergency Response Plan for the Borough of California. The Monongahela River located in this borough floods regularly. The 3RiversHUG student member is using HAZUS to map floodplains, transportation routes, and hazardous materials sites. These maps will contribute to the formation of the Emergency Response Plan. The 3RiversHUG is an excellent example of how HAZUS User Groups function as public-private partnerships that create positive outcomes for all participants.” 
Note 1:  The students are from the CUP GIS & EM Program. 
Note 2:  To access HAZUS Hot Zone go to:  Federal Emergency Management Agency.  HAZUS Hot Zone. Washington, DC: FEMA, November 2007 Issue, 4 pages. At: http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3104 

(2)   Catastrophe Readiness and Response College Course Development Project: 
Received today from lead course developer, Dr. Richard Bissell, Associate Professor and Graduate Program Director, University of Maryland at Baltimore County, Department of Emergency Health Services, a first draft copy for review of a15 page proposed syllabus for this project. As proposed, the 15 week course would have fifteen 3-hour sessions.  Sessions would be: 

1. Intro, Definitions, Background, Differences Between Big Disasters and Catastrophes 

2. Mechanisms of Past and Future Catastrophes (with Case Studies) 

3. Variables and Relationships 

4. Ethical Considerations 

5. Political and Legal Issues 

6. Social and Economic Issues 

7. Logistics, Critical Infrastructure, and Public Health 

8. Mass Relocation 

9. Planning Strategies and Skills: Response 

10. Planning Strategies and Skills:  Recovery/Reconstruction 

11. Emergent Organizations and Networks 

12. Case Study:  New Madrid Earthquake Hazard Zone 

13. Case Study:  Pandemic 

14. Tabletop Exercise 

15. Course Summary and Final Exam 

The premise of this project is that just as there is a real difference in nature, not just in kind, between “emergencies” and “disasters,” there is also a huge difference between “disaster” and “catastrophe,” which will be defined as less than an ELE – Extinction Level Event.  The differences are such that different ways of thinking and planning, for example, are needed to seriously engage the topic. 

The Draft Course Syllabus will be forwarded to the EMI Webmaster on January 18 to post on the EM HiEd Project website.  Its location will be the “Free College Courses, Book, Materials” tab on the left side of the home page in the blue column.  Then click on “Courses under Development” – then click on “Catastrophe Readiness and Response course.  The syllabus should be accessible shortly after receipt.  To book mark the location where it will be accessible go to:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/  The Cat course is not listed yet, but soon will be.  In the meantime, for additional information on this course contact either of the two primary course developers, Dr. Bissell at:  email: bissell@umbc.edu – or Drew Bumbak, Director of The Center for Emergency Education & Disaster Research at UMBC at:  drew.bumbak@umbc.edu 

(3)  DHS To Fight Terrorism Threat Complacency:  

From today’s DHS Leadership Journal – a contribution by Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge, Assistant Secretary for Health Affairs and Chief Medical Officer, in a note entitled “Building an Effective Bio-Defense Capability”:  

“Over the next year, members of our Department will be increasingly talking about the need for Americans to resist complacency in the face of terrorism. There is no question that in some areas of the United States, the sense of urgency to do what is necessary to protect our country from terrorism has begun to wane in the six years since 9/11. Evidence of this can be found in the recent calls to delay new identification requirements to cross our borders; demands to relax current restrictions on liquids in carry-on baggage at our airports; and attempts to put off – or even eliminate – new measures designed to create secure driver’s licenses across our country. Complacency can be a normal, healthy response to an immense tragedy like 9/11. No one wants to live in a perpetual state of fear or anxiety. But as a nation, it would be irresponsible to pretend the terrorist threat has subsided or that our enemies are no longer interested in waging war on our country. Our job at DHS is to resist complacency…. We understand that a large-scale biological attack could be far more devastating than even the attacks on 9/11. As that tragedy moves further into the distance, we must remember that our enemy is patient and willing to wait years or decades to strike us when we are most vulnerable. We become more vulnerable as our sense of urgency and vigilance wanes. 
(4)  State of State Emergency Management – FY 2008 NEMA Report: 
Received today a copy of the National Emergency Management Agency’s most recent profile of State Emergency Management Directors, based upon a survey project beginning on October 11, 2007 through December 2007. Forty-nine states, the District of Columbia and three U.S. territories completed the 25-question survey for a total of 53 responses. Some tidbits from the report: 
· The Governor appoints the state emergency management director in 33 states 
· States received an average 26% increase in their budgets in FY08 
· There are a total of 4,688 state emergency management personnel today 
· Thirteen states built new EOCs in the last 2 years 
· 35 State EM Directors (64%) have been in their positions less than 3 years 

· 15 State Directors have never worked a Presidential Disaster Declaration 
· State directors are receiving higher compensation -- 33 earn $91,000 or more. 
This 15-page report is not yet on the NEMA website, but the fairly recent FY 2007 Profile of State Emergency Management is – at:  http://www.nemaweb.org/ -- just scroll down the middle of the page until the “Results of FY 2007 State Director Survey” toward the bottom. 

(5)  University of Central Florida, Emergency Management & Homeland Security Programs.: 
Heard today from Dr. Naim Kapucu, Assistant Professor, College of Health and Public Affairs at the University of Central Florida that the recently introduced Emergency Management and Homeland Security graduate certificate programs have attracted so much interest that UCF is now planning on introducing an online component.  Dr. Kapucu is looking for possible funding assistance.  If an EM HiEd Report subscriber thinks that she or he can be of assistance, Dr. Kapucu can be reached at: nkapucu@mail.ucf.edu – For more information on the UCF program go to:  http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~nkapucu 

(6)  Web-Based University/HAZUS Clearinghouse: 
Spoke today with Jamie Caplan who is working with Vice Brown at FEMA HQ to develop a University HAZUS Clearinghouse that would benefit both FEMA and HAZUS User Groups.  It would provide HUGs {HAZUS User’s Groups] and other HAZUS user’s access to Universities that are both teaching HAZUS and using HAZUS for research and data collection and would in turn provide networking and resources for Universities and their staff.  A University Clearinghouse would also support state and local emergency management projects by granting them access to local and regional resources.  We discussed their creation of a list-serve wherein HAZUS users on college campuses could communicate back with all members at once.  For additional information, or to express interest in joining this yet to be formed group, Ms. Caplan can be reached at:  jamie@jamiecaplan.com 
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