January 25, 2008 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Report
(1)  PERI Book from 2007 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference: 
Communicated with Jessica Hubbard, the Editor at the Public Entity Risk Institute who is overseeing the PERI /FEMA EM Hi-Ed Project initiative to publish a book based on a selection of papers and presentations from the 2007 FEMA EM HiEd Conference.  Jessica notes that she has now edited 20 chapters which will be winging their way to me shortly.  For additional information on this project Jessica can be reached at Jessica@riskinstitute.org  

(2)  Savannah State University HSEM Program Receives DHS Grant: 
Received following announcement from Professor Emily Bentley with the SSU HSEM:  

“SSU Receives U.S. DHS Grant to Help Improve Preparedness for Vulnerable Populations 
  
Savannah State’s Homeland Security and Emergency Management Program (HSEM) will lead a federally funded project for research and curriculum development related to improving disaster outcomes for vulnerable populations.  The $300,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security will provide research support and support for SSU student fellowships and internships over a three-year period beginning January 2008. Research will focus on how to better help the most vulnerable populations -- economically disadvantaged residents, for example — prepare for disasters. The multi-disciplinary project will be coordinated with local emergency management and homeland security officials in Chatham County, Georgia, and is expected to provide information that will be of use locally and nationwide. It also will provide information for inclusion in HSEM classes, such as a course on social vulnerability to disaster…. 
  
Savannah State University opened the doors on its Homeland Security & Emergency Management (HSEM) bachelor’s degree program in August 2007, with an enthusiastic response from new and existing SSU students.  The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia approved the new bachelor’s degree program in 2006, and the new program began classes on August 16. The addition of the HSEM major attracted several new students to the SSU campus for the fall semester and promises to draw many more as students and the public become more aware of the program.  The HSEM program uses a comprehensive approach to provide students the knowledge and skills to improve communities’ capabilities to prepare for, prevent, mitigate effects of, respond to and recover from all types of disasters, whether natural or human-caused. The program prepares students to become leaders in the growing field of emergency management and homeland security.  SSUHSEM Fundamentals 
· The SSU HSEM program is the only bachelor’s degree program in emergency management or homeland security in the state of Georgia. It is one of only a few in the nation that combines study of emergency management and homeland security. 
· The program is interdisciplinary in nature, housed in the Department of Political Science, Public Administration & Urban Studies and drawing on expertise in physical sciences, social work, criminal justice, and languages. 
· HSEM1101 is an overview course designed to give students a broad understanding of fundamental concepts and issues in homeland security and emergency management. HSEM 1101 is a prerequisite for many other HSEM courses; for non-majors, it is an option to satisfy three hours of Area E requirements in the core curriculum. 
· For detailed information on degree requirements, go to HSEM program or send an e-mail to hsem@savstate.edu. 

· The program also offers a minor in homeland security & emergency management including 15 credit hours of HSEM courses.” 
  
(3)  Website Updates: 
As has become regular weekly routine here in the EM HiEd Project, the EM HiEd Assistant has forwarded to the EMI Webmaster a CD ROM of changes to the EM HiEd Project.  Two documents which are updated weekly, and thus were on the CD ROM, are: 
Bibliography of Emergency Management and Related References On-Hand – update at about 750 pages -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highref.asp 
Emergency Management and Related Terms, Definitions, Acronyms, Programs, Legislation – update at about 900 pages -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/termdef.asp 
Both updates should be up on the website soon, replacing the documents found at the URLs noted above. 
The end – have a good weekend. 
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