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(1)  COASTAL/SHORELINE HAZARDS MANAGEMENT:

The State of Maryland has developed a website which seeks to centralize information and material related to coastal and shoreline hazards management for a variety of users, including coastal managers, property owners, marine contractors -- and educators (including "interactive education lessons to promote science based learning and investigation through the use of interactive mapping and GIS."

Maryland Coastal Hazards (website):  http://shorelines.dnr.state.md.us/
(2)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY INFORMATION SHARING:

Caternicchia, Dan.  "Companies Say DHS Mush Share Info Faster."

Associated Press, July 26, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.forbes.com/feeds/ap/2007/07/26/ap3956507.html
[Excerpt:   "An energy company executive told lawmakers Thursday that

cable TV news is better than Department of Homeland Security information in assessing terrorism threats. 'I have found a television tuned to a cable news network provides the most efficient, timely and accurate information to my company,' said Lester J. Johnson, manager of investigations and crisis management at Scana, whose primary subsidiary is South Carolina Electric & Gas Co. 'I find this reprehensible'."]

[Note:  Mr. Johnson's Prepared Statement can be accessed in the next reference below.]

House Committee on Homeland Security.  Private Sector Information Sharing:  What Is It, Who Does It, and What's Working at DHS? Washington, DC, Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and Risk Assessment, July 26, 2007.  Chair and Witness Prepared Statements accessed at:  http://homeland.house.gov/hearings/index.asp?ID=78
(3)  FEMA:

Associated Press.  "Grand Bay Woman Pleads Guilty In Katrina Fraud," July 26, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070726/NEWS/70726024 
[Excerpt:  "A Grand Bay woman has pleaded guilty to defrauding the federal government following Hurricane Katrina by getting about $10,000 in assistance and a FEMA trailer in a scam.... was accused by a neighbor of hosing down the inside of her home to make it look as though it had been flooded."]

Niblett, Jason.  "FEMA Trailers:  Unfair Target?"  Leader Call (MS), July 26, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.leadercall.com/local/local_story_207085252.html
[Excerpt:  "A Jones County businessman says people claiming illness due to living in Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) travel trailers after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita are only trying to get money from the manufacturers and the federal government.  James Clark with Clark's Mobile Homes, responding to an Associated Press article in Tuesday's Leader-Call, said formaldehyde can be found in any new manufactured home, stick built house, business and even vehicle. He said it's impossible to avoid formaldehyde exposure."]

Pitts, Leonard Jr.  "FEMA Choice An Immoral Act."  Miami Herald, July 25, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2007/jul/25/fema_choice_immoral_act/
Washington Post.  "FEMA's Toxic Environment - A Push for Better Responsiveness Hasn't Trickled Down" (Editorial).  July 26, 2007. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/25/AR2007072501971.html?referrer=email 
(4)  HISTORICAL INTEREST:

Helton, Margaret Luzelle.  "Death on the Dark River:  The Story of the Sultana Disaster in 1865."  American Heritage, October, 1955.  Accessed at:  http://www.rootsweb.com/~genepool/sultana.htm
[Note:  Saw this referenced in "Prepared," the Newsletter of the Colorado Division of Emergency Management and the Colorado Emergency Management Association (Vol. 13, No. 1, Winter 2006/Spring 2007).  About 1,700 deaths.]

(5)  NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM:

Recio, Maria.  "House Panel OKs Expanding Flood Insurance Program." McClatchy Newspapers, July 27, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.bradenton.com/business/story/107563.html
[Excerpt:  "The House Financial Services Committee voted Thursday to make a dramatic change in federal disaster insurance by expanding the national flood insurance program to cover wind damage."]

(6)  9/11 COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS IMPLEMENTATION ACT:

House of Representatives, Committee of Conference.  Implementing Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007.  Washington, DC: July 25, 2007. 903 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.rules.house.gov/110/text/110_hr1cr.pdf
(7)  PANDEMIC:

Wappes, Jim.  "People Likely to Alter Lifestyles to Cut Risk in a Pandemic, Study Finds."  CIDRAP News (Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy, University of Minnesota), July 26, 2007, 3 pages. At:

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/jul2607panflu.html 
[Note:  The study referred to in the CIDRAP release is:

Sadique, M.Z., Edmunds, W.J., Smith, R.D., Meerding, W.J., de Zwart O, Brug, J, et al. "Precautionary Behavior in Response to Perceived Threat of Pandemic Influenza." Emergency  Infectious Disease, September, 2007, 15 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.cdc.gov/eid/content/13/9/pdfs/07-0372.pdf ]

(8)  PLANNING:

Schneier, Bruce. "Disaster Planning Is Critical, But Pick a Reasonable Disaster." Wired, July 26, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.wired.com/politics/security/commentary/securitymatters/2007/07/securitymatters_0726?currentPage=all 
(9)  STRATEGIC CONTINGENCY PLANNING MASTERS THESIS:

Received the following for posting to the "Articles, Papers and Presentations" section of the EM Hi-Ed Project -- forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload -- and received news back that it would be uploaded shortly:

Scott-Martinet, Karen.  Strategic Contingency Planning (A Thesis presented to the Professional Studies Department, California State University, Long Beach).  Fall, 2006, 109 pages.

The "Articles..." tab is: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/highpapers.asp
(10)  TERRORISM:

Cohen, Jon, and Jennifer Agiesta.  "Most Say Al-Qaeda Remains Strong."

Washington Post, July 26, 2007.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/25/AR2007072502015.html 
Indian Express.  "U.S. Official Contradicts Bush on al-Qaeda Threat."

July 27, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.indianexpress.com/story/207034.html
(11)  WILDFIRE:

O'Toole, Randal.  "Big Government, Big Fire."  CATO Institute, July 17, 2007.  Accessed at:  http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=8490
O'Toole, Randal.  The Perfect Firestorm:  Bringing Forest Service Wildfire Costs Under Control.  Washington, DC:  CATO Institute, Policy Analysis No. 591, April 30, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=8210
[Excerpt:  "....The Forest Service's program-which consists of spending close to $300 million per year treating hazardous fuels and as much as $2 billion a year preparing for and suppressing fires-will not restore the national forests to health or end catastrophic fire in most of those forests. In many forests it may do more harm than good.... This paper suggests several possible structural changes, including:

Cost-containment programs (effectively the current direction); Focusing efforts on the wildland-urban interface, which is mostly nonfederal land; Relying on private insurance to fund (and control the costs of) emergency fire suppression; Turning national forest fire control over to state and local fire protection districts; Turning national forests into fiduciary trusts funded exclusively out of their own user fees; and Abolishing the Forest Service and turning the lands over to the states."] 

Straub, Noelle.  "Firefighting Costs Out of Control, Says Panel."

Missourian, July 27, 2007.  Accessed at:

http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2007/07/27/news/mtregional/news05.txt
(12)  WILDFIRE FIREFIGHTER FATALITIES:

Inland Valley Daily Bulletin (CA).  "Lessons To Be Learned From Fatal Wildfire," July 26, 2007.  Accessed at: http://www.dailybulletin.com/opinions/ci_6464567
[Excerpt:  "OSHA's report on the fatal Esperanza fire may differ in some specifics from the earlier joint review by federal and state fire officials, but the two investigations point to some of the same lessons: That we expect too much heroism from firefighters when it comes to protecting homes from wildfires. That the firefighters themselves buy into that mythos, sometimes acting recklessly to save a house despite danger to their own lives and limbs. That we endanger firefighters each time we build or permit to be built a house in the wilderness."]
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:
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.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
